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8 am - 4:30 pm M-F
8 am - 12 pm S

We Buy  METAL  •  ALUMINUM  •  COPPER

2900 E. US 40
Clayton

317-539-6770

3602 S. Farnsworth St.
Indianapolis

317-481-8501

TTWWOO  
LLOOCCAATTIIOONN SS

Gottlieb was touched that in the let-
ter Crowther acknowledged the BHS 
girls’ lacrosse team’s recent state 
championship win. Girls’ lacrosse used 
to be a club sport at BHS but last year 
 it became a school-sponsored sport, 
so it’s pretty incredible that the same 
year the team took home the state tro-
phy. 

“Having Mrs. Crowther now connect-
ed back to me on my lacrosse journey 
is really cool,” says Gottlieb, who was 
touched by the lengths her teacher 
went for her.

“The fact that one of my teachers 
cared so much to do this for me is so 
meaningful,” Gottlieb says. “I’ve not 
had a teacher who has ever done that 

before. Mrs. Crone teaches more like 
life lessons.”

As she heads into her senior year—
fresh off a state championship, prepar-
ing for college, dreaming of a future in 
sports marketing and analytics—Gottli-
eb carries Crowther’s example with her.

“When I get into situations where 
people are in need, I want to put others 
first as Welles did,” Gottlieb says. 

In a year marking the 250th anniver-
sary of our nation—and with the 25th 
anniversary of 9/11—this touching 
story reminds us that history is not just 
about dates and events. It’s about peo-
ple, choices, and courage. In this case, 
it’s a red bandana carrying a legacy of 
service that continues to inspire past, 
current, and future generations. 

Top Left and Right: : Madeline with 
handwritten letter from Welles Crowther’s 
mother. Bottom Left: Red bandana with 
Welles’ name and lacrosse number. 
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Annual Celebrating Avon Event at the Avon Library

On the Net

All are welcome at the Annual 
Celebrating Avon Community 
Event at the Avon-Washington 
Township Public Library (AWTPL)! 
This free, family-friendly festival 
takes place on Saturday, Sep-
tember 26, 11 a.m.—3 p.m. both 
inside and outside of the library. 
The event kicks off at 11 a.m. 
sharp with the “Ringing of the 
Bell” followed immediately by a 
special Ribbon Cutting Ceremo-
ny for the library’s new meeting 
rooms and gathering space, 
Huron Hall. Thank you to Avon 
Chamber of Commerce for helping 
with the Ribbon Cutting. AWTPL 
is so excited to open the doors to 
this new building which is made 
possible by the generous dona-
tion of Joyce Marie Huron Trent. 
Her kindness and support of the 
library will continue to inspire and 
uplift the community for many 
years to come. 

After the Ribbon Cutting, at-
tendees are free to explore in and 
around the library. Enter Huron 
Hall and visit different artisans 
demonstrating their crafts along 
the “Pioneer Path” including 
woodworking, rosemaling, glass 

blowing, quilting, yarn spinning, 
and more! There will also be 
model trains, local parks organi-
zations, and a beekeeper teach-
ing about pollinators. Outside of 
Huron Hall will be the chalk walk, 
archery, and Civil War Reenactors. 
Wander around to the east side 
of the library and take a trip down 
the giant inflatable slide, enjoy 
music provided by 98.9 WYRZ, 
and check out tractors, a fire 
truck, and the petting zoo! Attend-
ees can play games like chess, 
checkers, and putt-putt inside 
the library. There will be food for 
purchase available inside the chil-
dren’s programming rooms. This 
annual event is centered around 
community and celebrates the 
rich history of Avon.  Check out 
historical displays and visit with 
our local historian, Susie Truax, to 
learn about the library’s digital ar-
chives. Don’t forget to shop at the 
Friends of the Library’s Bookstore 
11 a.m.–3 p.m. on the lower level 
of the library. Hendricks Power 
Cooperative will be here for the 
fan-favorite Candy Drop at 1 p.m. 
which will be behind a barricade 
on the east end of the main build-

ing. The Avon Police Department 
will give a K9 demonstration at 2 
p.m.  Parking is available at the 
library, 498 N. Avon Ave., Avon, IN 
46123. Carpooling is encouraged.  
Registration is not required, and 
you don’t need a ticket to attend. 
This is a free event!  Please visit 

our website avonlibrary.net and 
click on “Events Calendar” to see 
a full schedule and more details, 
or check out the event listing on 
Facebook. We hope you will join 
us and your neighbors as we Cele-
brate Avon at the library! 

Chambliss selected as Chick-fil-A’s “Everyday Difference Maker”
Amy Chambliss (Chick-fil-A, Hwy 

36 & Beechwood Dr.), has been 
selected as Central Indiana Chick-
fil-A’s, “Everyday Difference Mak-
er”! Amy was selected from numer-
ous Central Indiana nominees for 
this special award. As the winner, 
Amy and her family will receive 
free tickets to the last “Chick-fil-A 
Night” at the Indianapolis Indians 

game on Saturday, August 29. She 
will be recognized with an on-field 
presentation, throw the first pitch, 
receive a custom jersey with a VIP 
experience! 

It is not unusual to see Amy 
praying with a team member or 
guest when she discovers there is 
an issue.  She has come to know 
many of our guests personally 

and greets them by name before 
they reach our counter.  Our Avon 
restaurants are truly blessed to 
have Amy on our team! She is pas-
sionate about demonstrating “our 
why” and is a great example of 
what it means to be genuine and 
care with the heart. 

Community Update
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Across
1. Aware of
6. Lugosi of film
10. Quaint oath
14. Area units
15. Elvis's middle name
16. First name of actor Steve
Forrest's actor brother
17. Will names
18. Position to be filled
19. Mad scientist's right-hand
man
20. Tom's powerful, long-range
weapon?
23. Pic on a fin
25. St. crosser
26. Uses a strop
27. Tyrone's driving aid?
32. Roller coaster rides, to
many
33. A tide
34. Merit
35. Mythical being
37. Prefix meaning both
41. Lana Turner in "The
Postman Always Rings Twice"
42. Its official language is
Castilian
43. Martin's electrical
problems?
47. Fall flower
49. 4.0 is an uncommon one
50. It means new
51. Gale's weather alerts?
56. Work together with
someone (with "up")
57. Berrylike fruit
58. Like Nehru jackets
61. Initial bet
62. Fit of pique
63. Yucca cousin
64. ___ Macdonald, creator of
private eye Lew Archer
65. Soccer legend
66. Lamina

Down
1. "That's a laugh!"
2. Do in
3. Commercial competition
4. Future state, often: Abbr.
5. Bone depository
6. Short-legged hound
7. Della's creator
8. Appear threateningly
9. Not pro
10. New Jersey township with
motto "Let There Be Light"
11. Measuring the amount of
12. Tropical lizard
13. Acts the hero
21. OR needs
22. Deliver
23. Building projection
24. ___ Raton
28. Ocean flyer
29. Early computer acronym
30. Poetic contraction

31. Shark's close relative
35. In support of
36. "Jeopardy!" host before
Alex
37. ___ Nahasapeemapetilon
of "The Simpsons"
38. Most basic part
39. "Don't be afraid. I don't
___!"
40. "Not ___ many words"
41. Underground plant stem
42. Tabloid staple
43. Ermines
44. Messenger of Greek gods
45. Light
46. Sch. in Troy, New York
47. "___ Is Born"
48. Word with pad or pool
52. Stinger
53. Teen concern
54. Criticize severely
55. Lady ___: star of 47-Across
59. Biblical exile

"Nomenclature" by Gene Antonio

Medicare Advisor,  Legal Plans, & Life Insurance

Partner with a Pro
317.308.0512

Mike@HealthChoiceIP.comMike Eickhoff
 Agent / Broker

Across
	 1. 	 Aware of
	 6. 	 Lugosi of film
	10. 	 Quaint oath
	14. 	 Area units
	15. 	 Elvis’s middle name
	16. 	� First name of actor Steve 

Forrest’s actor brother
	17. 	 Will names
	18. 	 Position to be filled
	19. 	� Mad scientist’s right-hand 

man
	20. 	� Tom’s powerful, long-range 

weapon?
	23. 	 Pic on a fin
	25. 	 St. crosser
	26. 	 Uses a strop
	27. 	 Tyrone’s driving aid?
	32. 	 Roller coaster rides, to many
	33. 	 A tide
	34.	  Merit
	35.	  Mythical being
	37.	  Prefix meaning both
	41.	�  Lana Turner in “The Postman 

Always Rings Twice”
42. 	� Its official language is 

Castilian
	43. 	 Martin’s electrical problems?
	47. 	 Fall flower
	49. 	 4.0 is an uncommon one
	50.	  It means new
	51. 	 Gale’s weather alerts?
	56. 	� Work together with someone 

(with “up”)
	57. 	 Berrylike fruit

	58. 	 Like Nehru jackets
	61.	  Initial bet
	62. 	 Fit of pique
	63.	  Yucca cousin
	64. 	�   Macdonald, creator 

of private eye Lew Archer
	65. 	 Soccer legend
	66. 	 Lamina
Down
	 1. 	 “That’s a laugh!”
	 2. 	 Do in
	 3. 	 Commercial competition
	 4. 	 Future state, often: Abbr.
	 5. 	 Bone depository
	 6. 	 Short-legged hound
	 7. 	 Della’s creator
	 8. 	 Appear threateningly
	 9.	  Not pro
	10. 	� New Jersey township with 

motto “Let There Be Light”
	11. 	 Measuring the amount of
	12. 	 Tropical lizard
	13. 	 Acts the hero
	21. 	 OR needs
	22. 	 Deliver
	23.	  Building projection
	24.	  Raton
	28. 	 Ocean flyer
	29. 	 Early computer acronym
	30. 	 Poetic contraction
	31. 	 Shark’s close relative
	35. 	 In support of
	36. 	 “Jeopardy!” host before Alex
	37.	�   Nahasapeemapetilon 

of “The Simpsons”
	38. 	 Most basic part

	39. 	� “Don’t be afraid. I don’t 
!”

	40. 	 “Not  many words”
	41. 	 Underground plant stem
	42. 	 Tabloid staple
	43. 	 Ermines
	44. 	 Messenger of Greek gods
	45. 	 Light
	46. 	 Sch. in Troy, New York
	47. 	 “  Is Born”

	48. 	 Word with pad or pool
	52. 	 Stinger
	53. 	 Teen concern
	54. 	 Criticize severely
	55.	  �Lady : star of 

47-Across
	59. 	 Biblical exile
	60. 	 German article

“Nomenclature” by Gene Antonio

Answers on Page 20
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DO               Hendricks
Quaker Days Festival

By Josh Duke

I don’t think there is a better time 
for festivals in Hendricks County than 
the fall. Once September arrives, 
nearly every weekend brings another 
reason to get out and enjoy another 
fun event.

One of those longtime traditions 
is Plainfield’s Quaker Days Festi-
val, Sept. 17-20. And if you haven’t 
experienced it lately, you might be 
surprised by just how much this com-
munity celebration has grown.

What began as a Saturday event at 
Plainfield Friends Church has expand-

ed into four days of entertainment 
while remaining rooted in the town’s 
Quaker heritage. There’s a little bit 
of everything, from movies and live 
music to a parade, car show, arts 
and crafts, food trucks and even a 
drone show.

The fun begins Thursday with 
an outdoor double feature on the 
Friends Church lawn showing How 
to Train Your Dragon and Footloose. 
Bring a lawn chair or blanket, grab 
some popcorn and enjoy a movie 
under the stars.

Friday brings live music from The 
Purdy Trio and The American West 

Band. A new surprise to this year’s 
event, the Vietnam Traveling Memori-
al Wall also arrives at Hummel Park’s 
Charleston Pavilion on Friday, where 
it will remain on display through 
Monday.

Saturday is the big one. Start your 
morning cheering on the children 
participating in the Back Your Badge 
Kids Fun Run and browsing arts and 
crafts as vendors line the Plainfield 
Friends Church lawn. Then, make 
sure to find a spot for the Quaker 
Days parade. Stick around afterward 
for food, more vendors and a car 
show. The party then heads to the 

Al & Jan Barker Sports Complex that 
evening with live music, food trucks 
and the Plainfield Sky Dance drone 
show.

The weekend wraps up Sunday 
with the Back Your Badge Marathon, 
featuring a 5K, half marathon and 
full marathon supporting local police, 
fire and 9-1-1 dispatch.

You can learn much more about 
Quaker Days and all the other up-
coming fall events at VisitHendricks-
County.com.

(Photos submitted

DROP-OFF YOUR
UNWANTED ELECTRONICS
Do you have old, broken, or obsolete electronics? In Indiana, it’s illegal to throw these 
in the trash. Recycle them today by dropping them off at our local headquarters for 
safe, sustainable recycling.

tech-recyclers.com
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Community Calendar

The 33,000 sq. ft. Hendricks 
County 4-H Fairgrounds and 
Conference Complex is designed 
to meet any of your social 
meeting needs:  banquets, 
meetings, seminars or wedding 
events - we can do it all! Our 
friendly and knowledgable staff 
are ready to make your event 
worry-free and memorable!

COMPLEX FEATURES
•  Nine conference classrooms
and boardrooms

•  Complete commercial kitchen
•  Demonstration kitchen
•  12,000 sq. ft. auditorium
•  24’ x 36’ stage
•  Easy load-in areas with
overhead door

•  High ceilings
• Epoxy covered fl ooring
• ADA accessibility

THE PERFECT SPACE FOR 
YOUR SPECIAL EVENT

1900 East Main St., Danville 

317-718-6154  |  4HComplex.org

$50 OFF
Rental of $150 or more

Must present coupon at time of order.  
Expires 12-31-26.

THE PERFECT SPACE FOR 

4-Wheel Jamboree Nationals
Date: September 18-20, 2026

Friday: Opens @ 10:00am
Saturday: Opens @ 9:00am
Sunday: Opens @ 9:00am

One Man Band
Magic Show with Lance Gifford

And much more!

Child Single Day Admission: $12.00 | Adult Single Day Admission: $24.00
Adult 2-Day Admission: $40.00 | Adult 3-Day Admission: $55.00

Visit 4wheeljamboree.com/event/fall
to register, purchase tickets and for more information. 

September 
4 First Friday Night Cruise-IN 
5- 9 p.m. Car owners and enthusiasts gather to 
showcase classics, hot rods, and specialty vehicles 
while visitors stroll, dine, and enjoy the atmosphere. 
FREE at Courthouse Square, Danville

4 Avon Summer Concert Series – The 
Strays- Friends of Fred Food Truck 
5:30- 9:30 p.m. Bring your lawn chairs and blankets. 
FREE at Washington Township Park Amphitheater, 435 
Whipple Lane, Avon

5 & 6 North Salem Old Fashion Days 
Festival highlights include the Smorgasbord Breakfast 
at 7:00 a.m. Saturday at the United Methodist Church 
on Main Street and the Old Fashion Days Parade at 
11:00 a.m., the largest parade in Hendricks County. 
Visitors can also enjoy live entertainment, a kids’ area, 
craft booths, food vendors, and many exciting events 
throughout the weekend. Additional activities include 
the Perillo’s Pizza Eating Contest, Pet Parade, Horse 
Pull, Pie Contest, Car Show, Truck Pull, Bed Race, and 
Kiddie Tractor Pull. Visit: northsalemoldfashiondays.
com FREE at Pearl Street and State Road 75, North 
Salem

5 Color Me Plainfield 5K 
9 a.m. it’s time to turn up the energy and paint the 
town in every shade of fun! The Color Me Plainfield 5K 
is a high-energy, family-friendly run where participants 
get doused in vibrant color at every kilometer. Whether 
you’re running, walking, skipping, or dancing your way 
through the course, this is your chance to celebrate 
community, fitness, and FUN! Price: $30 Talon Stream 
Paved Trail, 5344 Pike Ln, Plainfield 

5 - Oct. 31 McCloud Prairie Maze 
7 a.m. – 9 p.m. Come out to McCloud Nature Park 
during the months of September and October and 
explore our 2026 McCloud Prairie Maze celebrating 
bald eagles and our nation’s birthday! FREE at McCloud 
Nature Park, 8518 Hughes Rd., North Salem

12 Blues in the Burg 
4- 10 p.m. Award-winning musical acts from around 
the country will perform during this music festival. 
In addition, we will have some of the best local food 
trucks, a beer and wine garden, a kid’s zone, and 
activities for all ages.  Families are encouraged to bring 
chairs or blankets! This year’s lineup features artists 
Jennie Devoe, Carolyn Wonderland, Blackjack Davey, 
the Nick Moss Band, and the Moga Family Band. FREE 
at Arbuckle Acres Park, 200 N. Green St., Brownsburg

12 & 13 Fair on the Square 
9 a.m. – 6 p.m. Saturday; 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. Sunday 
The Danville Tri Kappa Fair on the Square returns 
this September, transforming the historic courthouse 
square into a bustling hub of art, food, and community 
spirit. This two-day event draws visitors from all across 
Hendricks County and beyond for a weekend filled with 
fun, shopping, and entertainment. Explore more than 
100 booths featuring carefully selected local arts & 
crafts vendors, food vendors, and live entertainment. 
Stroll through the square to discover handmade 

treasures, taste local flavors, and take in the lively 
atmosphere that makes this fair a highlight of the fall. 
FREE at Danville Square, 1 Courthouse Square, Danville

12 Our Table 
6 – 10 p.m. You are invited to indulge in an intimate 
dining experience in the Back Forty Garden, located at 
Oinking Acres Farm Rescue & Sanctuary. This will be an 
outdoor event with cocktails and appetizers. Wander 
the farm, hand pick beautiful flower bouquets, visit with 
our animal residents, and mingle with guests prior to 
seating for dinner. Price: $215/person Oinking Acres 
Farm Rescue & Sanctuary, 8420 North County Road 
650 East, Brownsburg

12 Salsa Under the Stars 
6:30 -9 p.m. Stroll beneath twinkling lights with 
beautiful lake views as your backdrop, enjoy 
complimentary food, purchase your favorite drinks, 
and learn a few new moves with guidance from a 
professional salsa instructor. Whether you’re celebrating 
a special occasion or simply looking for a unique night 
out, this event is the perfect opportunity to create 
lasting memories together. Blue Heron Park, 6570 East 
US Highway 36, Avon

13 Disco Bingo 
12p.m. 100% of the proceeds directly support Open 
Door Clubhouse, a program of Mental Health America 
of Hendricks County. Open Door Clubhouse provides 
a welcoming community where adults in Hendricks 
County who are living with mental illness can build 
meaningful relationships, develop employment and 
education opportunities, strengthen life skills, and find 
hope, purpose, and belonging. Come dressed in your 
favorite disco attire, bring your lucky charm, and help 
us make a lasting impact—one BINGO at a time! Price: 
$35 Plainfield Eagles Lodge #3207, 5556 E US Highway 
40, Plainfield, 

16 The Papas and Mama Authentic 
Tribute 
7:30 p.m. The Mamas & The Papas made history with 
17 Billboard charting hits and a timeless sound that 
defined a generation. This exceptional group brings 
the vintage harmonies, iconic looks, and unforgettable 
music of the ‘60s supergroup back to life on stage. 
Dressed in full vintage costumes and backed by a 
powerhouse live band, Hendricks Live!, 200 West Main 
Street, Plainfield

17 4E Day Student Career 
Exploration Fair 
9 a.m. – 1 p.m. Employ, enroll, enlist entrepreneurship 
Cascade High School

17, 18, 19 & 20 Quaker Day Festival 
Celebrate community, creativity, and tradition at 
Quaker Days in Plainfield! This annual festival features 
everything from a parade along U.S. 40, a craft and 
vendor fair, live music, family activities, a drone show, 
and MORE! From small-town charm to big celebrations 
like concerts and evening entertainment, Quaker Days 
is the perfect way to experience the heart of Plainfield. 
Visit: plainfield-in.com/quaker-day-parade Plainfield, IN



Leaning into Leadership
Each month, we focus on how Leadership Hendricks County equips professionals with the tools

and techniques to lead and strengthen our communities.

Congratulations to our 2026 Ember 
graduates
We’re proud to recognize the 26 local 
leaders who were part of LHC’s second 
Ember Leadership Academy class. Over 
the past several months, they learned how 
to become more effective leaders at work 
and in the community. With each session, 
we watched their confi dence in their own 
abilities blossom. Their enthusiasm for the 
value of what they learned was strong, and 
we grew accustomed to hearing how they’d 
already applied their new knowledge at 
work.

Ember focuses on sharpening skills in fi ve 
core areas of leadership development:
• Communication – mastering the art of 

listening and leading through words
• Emotional Intelligence – discovering 

how self-awareness and empathy create 
stronger teams

• Problem Solving & Decision Making 
– exploring how strong leaders guide 
through uncertainty

• Strategic Thinking – shifting from daily 
to-do lists to long-term vision

• Adaptability & Resilience – cultivating 
the ability to stay steady and optimistic 
through change

We’re proud of our 2026 class, especially 
their willingness to be open about 
their own challenges. They shared 
a commitment to becoming better 
employees, bosses, coworkers, and even 
family members – and to helping their 
classmates grow. This extraordinary 
group’s impact will only grow in the 
coming years!

Leadership Hendricks County, Inc. is a 501c(3) not-for-profit organization serving the people and corporate citizens of Hendricks County and 
west central Indiana by offering excellent leadership and engagement programs for current and emerging leaders who then apply those skills 

to strengthen their community. Learn more at www.leadershiphendrickscounty.org

Tomorrow’s leaders discover the skills they need to lead

LEADERSHIP HENDRICKS COUNTY 2026 EMBER GRADUATES
Back Row Le�  to Right: Jeremy Morphew, Hendricks Regional Health; Dawn Craig,
JPMorgan Chase; Dan Kenyon, Hendricks County Senior Services; Daniel Lorentz,
Hendricks Power Coopertaive; Chance Toney, Indianapolis Airport Authority; Jennifer 
Van Handel, Busey Bank; Sarah Witte, Siemens Healthineers; Zach Nilles, Abstract & 
Title; Joe Brooks, Turner Middle Row Le�  to Right: Becky Kreps, Hendricks County 
Bank and Trust; Diane Oliver, Hendricks County Bank and Trust; Ava Gabbard, Ash 
Interactive; Paula Alkire, Hendricks County Government; Rebecca Leeper, Avon 
Community School Corporation; Anna Cope, Susie’s Place Child Advocacy Centers; Lora 
Helmick, Washington Township Parks; Jesse Howard, Electric Plus Front Row Le�  to 
Right: Liza Taylor, Blue Dragon Philanthropy; Tricia Pierce, Hendricks Humane Society; 
Chelsi Collins, Hendricks County Government; Lillian Broughton, ASH Interactive; 
Ashley Mangum, Chick-� l-A; Lara Kennedy, Hendricks Superior Court 2; Dani Leath,
Hendricks Regional Health Not Pictured: Riley Trosper, Main Street Plain� eld; Deidra 
Robinson, Sheltering Wings.
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Business Cover Story

A Legacy of Leaders Serving Hendricks County
By Brittney Dial Testin

Leadership Hendricks County is a 
program designed to educate and 
connect leaders to better serve our 
community.

“If I were to say what I think LHC 
brings to our county, is that our goal is 
to make sure when people graduate 
out of our program, they are informed 
with proper knowledge and the tech-
niques to make a difference in the 
county,” shared Jana Morrison, Execu-
tive Director of Leadership Hendricks 
County.

“It was a dream of many in our com-
munity to go ‘how can we make sure 

we have informed people so our county 
can continue to take care of our own’ 
cause that’s the way we look at it. As a 
community, how are we helping others” 
said Morrison.

The four points in the Leadership 
Hendricks County logo represent the 
four parts of the LHC leadership jour-
ney:
1.	 Spark - Youth Leadership Hen-

dricks County, which began in 
1998 and designed to introduce 
students to leadership, their com-
munity, and the possibilities ahead 
of them.

2.	 Ignite - Community Leaders, with 
the first graduating class in 1993. 

Participants build connections, 
deepen their understanding of 
Hendricks County, and discover 
their talents.

3.	 Ember - Leadership Academy, with 
the first graduating class in 2025. 
Embers represent leadership that 
continues to burn and develop 
by focusing on strengthening the 
individual leader.

4.	 Flame - Alumni. LHC alumni carry 
what they learned to their work-
places, organizations, neighbor-
hoods, and communities.

The Spark Youth program is designed 
for sophomores in High School, taking 
around 35 students per year from 

every high school in the county and 
additional students that are home-
schooled or live in the county and 
attend a private school.

“With our youth, what we have found 
the biggest thing people say is ‘oh we 
are training them for tomorrow’. That 
is not true with our program. We want 
kids that we are training for today to 
make a difference” said Jana.

The Spark program is a weekend 
retreat designed for kids to learn how 
to interview, take personality tests to 
identify strengths, learn critical think-
ing skills, and complete a project where 
they invent something out of trash.

Continued on next page

Closing Retreat Formal photo.� (Photos provided by Jana Morrison )

Business Cover Story
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continued from previous page

HIGHER GROUND 
Landscaping & Excavating

Family-Owned • Reliable • Fully Insured
Our Services Include:
Gravel Driveway & Culvert Work
 • New installs and repairs
Landscape Installation & Maintenance
  • Seasonal cleanup, planting, and design
Mulching, Bed Edging & Bush Trimming
  • Keep your beds fresh and tidy
Stump Grinding 
  • wood chip removal and dirt fill optional
Brush & Small Tree Removal
  • Clear your lot with care
Drainage Solutions & French Drains
  • Downspout excavation and grading
Sod Installation
  • Transform your yard with fresh green grass
Yard Repair & Grading
  • Water pooling? Uneven yard? We can fix it

Call/text for a free estimate!

765-366-4981

“You will see me post on social me-
dia ‘who has junk I can come pick up?’ 
so I drive around town and I take peo-
ple’s previously used trash and we let 
the kids build something. The goal with 
that is they have to find a group - who 
in our community needs this? Is it our 
youth, is it our elderly, is it for the whole 
community…their target audience and 
what is their need. So they take this 
junk and then they build something” 
said Morrison, “One year, it was a flying 
car that used trash as its fuel.”

The Ignite program is designed to 
take a deeper dive into our county. 
The program consists of a 30 person 
graduating class, which completes 11 
community-minded sessions and a 
capstone project. 

“It’s teaching them about all the dif-
ferent judicial parts, education parts, 
agriculture parts, health and human 
services, we want, when people go 
through, it’s not the end of their jour-
ney. It’s the start when they graduate 

out of our program. It’s going back and 
serving others and being active par-
ticipants in their community” shared 
Morrison, “One thing that I really ad-
mire when people go through is, after 
every session, I hear ‘I didn’t know 
that’. You have CEOs, people who have 
lived here their whole lives, go through 
this program and they will always learn 
something.”

“Each year, they decide on where 
they see a need in the community and 
what can we do to make a difference. 
The goal with the capstone project, 
some of them will come to fruition, the 
Hendricks County Food Bank Coali-
tion was a capstone project, Ronald 
Reagan, getting it built was a capstone 
project, Vote Hendricks County website 
was a capstone project” said Morrison.

Leadership Hendricks County’s 
newest program is the Ember Leader-
ship Academy, which celebrated its first 
graduating class in 2025.

The Ember Leadership Academy is a 

5-month leadership development jour-
ney running from April to August. The 
program provides participants with the 
tools, insights, and network they need 
to thrive as leaders.

“I’m really proud of our new program, 
the Ember Leadership Academy. That 
is the program to work on you. What 
can you do personally to grow your own 
leadership skills?” said Morrison.

Ember fosters a community of lead-
ers equipped to inspire change, make 
informed decisions, and navigate chal-
lenges with confidence and resilience.

“If you look at nonprofit boards in 
our community, almost every one of 
them has an LHC alumni serving on 
them…it doesn’t stop when you finish 
the program” shared Morrison, “We tell 
people to apply, reapply, call us, talk to 
us, cause we get a lot who apply and 
only a limited number of spots.”

For more information or to apply, visit 
https://leadershiphendrickscounty.
org/.

Youth Leadership Hendricks County 2026.
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What is the Measure of 
Successful Communication?

Biz Leaders

By Karl Zimmer

After reviewing my sub-
mission for the previous 
Hendricks County Busi-
ness Connect, I noticed 
an error that, though 
easy to understand, 

hit me with some embarrassment. 
Though I think of myself as a recov-
ering perfectionist, I despise making 
mistakes, I have learned that they 
are inevitable, and the best way I can 
feel better about them is to learn 
from them and to help others in the 
process. That made me think about 
the title for this article.

So, what is the measure of suc-
cessful communication? Did my 
mistake prevent the message from 
being received as intended? In all 
communication, whether personal or 
in business, successful communica-
tion is a vital part of developing and 
sustaining meaningful relationships. 
Without communicating and under-
standing the parties on both or all 
sides of the communication, relation-
ships are doomed to fail. We have all 
experienced when one party has dif-
ficulty expressing a point of view. The 
receiving parties, not understanding 
the intention of the communication, 
discount the message and the poorly 
communicating party, which is not 
helpful for any involved.

What makes a communication 
successful? In the field of NLP, Neu-
rolinguistic Programming, successful 
communication is measured by the 
receiver understanding what the 
sender intended. If the receiver does 
not understand the message, then 
the sender must find another way to 
deliver that communication. That sel-

dom means to speak louder or more 
slowly, as some might do. It means 
to deliver the message in a way the 
receiver will understand it, which can 
mean changing syntax, language, us-
ing less or more specific terms, fewer 
acronyms or less colloquial language, 
catering to the receiver’s represen-
tational systems (visual, kinesthetic, 
auditory, olfactory, gustatory), and 
more. To learn more, write me or look 
up the NLP Communication Model. 

Not everyone communicates the 
same way. We live in a multicultural 
country and world, and not everyone 
in the same culture communicates 
the same way, so it is no wonder 
how communication, as vital as it is, 
requires and deserves more under-
standing than we give it. We hear, 
yet we might not understand. We 
speak, yet did we communicate? We 
can communicate without saying a 
word. In any case, we may or may not 
have communicated successfully. 
The success of a communication is 
determined by the receiver, so seek 
feedback to understand if the com-
munication was successful.

This column is dedicated to sharing 
experiences, research, and ideas 
about great leaders, for great lead-
ers. We welcome your comments, 
questions, and suggestions. This 
forum is for you.

Karl is the author of, “The Boy Who Grew Up to 
RULE® the World…,” a speaker, Board Certified 
Hypnotist, and successful CEO. Contact him at 
Karl@iRULEtheWorld.com. RULE® and Profit 
in Harmony® are Registered Marks of Karl R. 
Zimmer III

“LHC is a great way to gain a better understanding of how all the people 
around you are doing things every day to make our county a better place, 
and you get to meet the people!  You’ll make new friends, expose yourself 
to new opportunities, and make lifelong memories.”  -Anthony Gary, Indy 
Dwell Real Estate

“Leadership Hendricks County gave me the opportunity to connect with 
people across our community whom I may never have met otherwise. What 
meant the most to me were the relationships that grew from those conver-
sations and experiences, relationships that have continued well beyond 
the program and have opened doors for collaboration, partnership, and a 
deeper connection to our community.” -Cliff Sweazey

“I joined Leadership Hendricks County because I wanted to learn more 
about the community and meet people who care about making a differ-
ence. Through my experience, I built some great relationships with my 
classmates and got to see Hendricks County from a whole new perspective. 
It really helped me appreciate everything our community has to offer and 
made me feel even more connected to the place I grew up and proudly call 
home.” -Beth Ann Holmes

You’re invited!
Celebrating Suzanne Whicker’s 80th BIRTHDAY

Date: November 12, 2026, 11am-1pm

Location: Hendricks County 4H Fairgrounds
Join us for a drop-in celebrating Suzanne Whicker—a leader, 

mentor, and friend who has made a lasting impact on 
Hendricks County. As we honor her 80th birthday, we’ll also 
celebrate her passion for developing future leaders through 

Leadership Hendricks County with a program at noon.
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By Scott Flood

Entrepreneurs are 
often remarkably brave 
when starting business-
es — and strangely timid 
when marketing them.

It happens all the 
time. Someone launches a compa-
ny because they genuinely believe 
they can do something better than 
competitors. Better service. Better 
quality. Better ideas. Better respon-
siveness. 

Then comes the website copy. Sud-
denly, the confidence disappears. 
The business owner becomes hesi-
tant about sounding “too big” or “too 
ambitious.” They worry prospects will 
somehow discover the company op-
erates from a spare bedroom instead 
of a glass tower downtown. So they 
undersell themselves.

That’s a mistake. You see, there’s 
a difference between being aspira-
tional and being dishonest. Aspira-
tional marketing means presenting 
your business as the company you’re 
working to become, not merely the 
one you happen to be at this exact 
moment.

Large companies do this con-
stantly. They position themselves as 
innovative leaders, trusted experts, 
and premium providers because they 
understand perception matters. No 
restaurant advertises itself by saying, 
“Our food is decent, I guess.”

Yet many small businesses prac-
tically apologize for existing. One of 

the funniest examples is the endless 
debate among solo entrepreneurs 
about whether they’re “allowed” to 
use the word “we” on their websites. 
Some seem convinced this rep-
resents a grave ethical crisis.

Relax. Customers aren’t conduct-
ing employee headcounts before 
deciding whether your service solves 
their problem. They want confidence, 
professionalism, and clarity.

Of course, aspirational marketing 
has limits. Don’t invent fake offic-
es, imaginary clients, or fictional 
accomplishments. In today’s world, 
those lies are easy to expose and 
devastating to credibility. But there’s 
nothing dishonest about present-
ing your company confidently and 
professionally while growing into your 
ambitions.

Businesses often become what 
they repeatedly tell themselves they 
are. If your goal is to become a re-
spected regional firm, your marketing 
shouldn’t sound like an embarrassed 
hobby project. Present yourself as 
the serious organization you intend 
to become.

Chances are that prospects will be-
lieve you long before you fully believe 
it yourself.

Scott Flood creates copy that works. See more 
at sfwriting.com. ©2024 Scott Flood All rights 
reserved. 

Aspirational Doesn’t 
Mean Dishonest 

The Personal Touch

Have ideas or questions? 
Contact Todd Travis at

todd@communityCONNECTmedia.com
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Quotations

“If you could imagine the most incredible 
story ever, it would be less incredible than 

the story of being here. And the ironic thing 
is that story is not a story, it is true.”

— John O’Donohue

765-653-2838
www.jackstrashservice.com
765-653-2838

residential • commercial • industrial • roll offRESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL • ROLL OFF
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By Martha Carter
 

In a previous article we followed the 
Hendricks County Fair from its begin-
ning in 1852 at the first fairgrounds 
west of Danville, through ups and 
downs to a moment in 1935 when the 
future of the fair was in question.

The good news is that in August of 
that same year a two-day 4-H fair was 
held in the Court House square with 
400 4-H’ers exhibiting, and in 1936 
the Plainfield Farm Bureau picnic in-
cluded a 4-H exhibit. The Clayton Lions 
Club, with the county Farm Bureau, 
sponsored a two day fair in 1937. That 
same year we gained a count agent, 
Harold J. Yarling, who would serve 
the county for 18 ½ years. The Hen-

dricks County Agricultural and 4-H Fair 
Committee was formed with members 
Frank Hanna, L. O. Vannice, George 
Huber, J. D. Edmondson, Albert Gable, 
Edgar Reitzel, Dr. O. T. Scamahorn, and 
John O. Shelton.

The 1938 fair was in connection with 
the Danville Roundup. Girls 4-H and 
women’s Home Ec. Club exhibits, and 
a 4-H dress revue, were in the Danville 
gym. Livestock was exhibited in two 
large tents on the school grounds. 
The Roundup featured a hunting dog 
exhibit, boxing matches, a colt show, 
and an Indiana wildlife exhibit, as well 
as many popular features from the old 
county festivals. This continued until 
our entrance into World War II changed 
the pattern of life in many ways, includ-

ing county fairs. The Danville Roundup 
gave way to a one day 4-H exhibit with 
a Rural Youth food stand. Rural Youth 
also gave trophies to the boy and the 
girl with the most blue ribbons.

This was the pattern from 1942 
through 1945, as energies turned 
toward Victory Gardens, War Bonds, 
salvage, and U.S.O drives. In 1944 
there was a milkweed pod collection 
by county school children under the di-
rection of the county agent, the county 
superintendent of schools, and the war 
bond committee. They collected and 
sold 862 bags of milkweed pods, the 
down from which was used as a substi-
tute for kapok in life belts.

With the war over, 1946 saw a two 
day county fair at the Danville school 
grounds and gym with 4-H exhibits 

as the primary focus. In 1947 Rural 
Youth furnished a loudspeaker and 
operated a lunch tent. This continued 
through the end of the decade as the 
4-H exhibits increased from 690 to 
over 1,000. In 1947 we finally gained a 
home demonstration agent again after 
26 years, Zona Sears Jones.

In 1951 the fair moved to the state 
Highway Garage and adjoining grounds. 
Later the National Guard Armory was 
used for exhibits and in 1956 the 
County Commissioners signed a 99 
year lease giving the Hendricks County 
Fair Association control of a 20 acre 
portion of the county farm adjacent to 
the National Guard Armory. 

Hendricks County had a fairgrounds 
for the first time since 1881.

Hendricks County Fairs 
Part 2

Hendricks County Historical Museum is at 170 S. Washington Street in Danville, one block south of 
the courthouse. The building was the sheriff and family’s residence from 1866 to 1974, with the jail 

attached. It is furnished as it would have been in the late 1800s. It is open Fridays and Saturdays, 
11:00 am to 3:00 pm, mid-March through mid-December and for groups by appointment.  

hendrickscountymuseum.org    |     317-745-6158

CONNECTING 
with our Hendricks County 

ROOTS

Hendricks County’s Second Fairgrounds  1956 - 2005 � (Photo property of the Danville Library)

Jack A. Lawson AU01000629   •  Brandon K. Lawson AU19300138
Tance A. Lawson AU12200035 • Shane D. Pierce AU19600264

1280 E. Main Street • Danville, IN 46122
(317)745-6404   •   FAX (317) 745-7810   •   AC31300014
www.lawsonandco.com & www.lawsonandco.hibid.com

Catalog & Photos at
www.lawsonandco.com

SATURDAY - SEPTEMBER 12TH - 1:00 P.M.
Preview: Friday, September 11th, 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

at the Lawson Auction Gallery, 1280 E Main Street, Danville, IN 46122
FANTASTIC COLLECTION OF 200+ LOTS OF

ANTIQUES & FINE COLLECTIBLES
VAN BRIGGLE ANIMALS, ROSEVILLE POTTERY

MID CENTURY MODERN, ART DECO & SOUTHWEST POTTERY
STONEWARE, FENTON, NORTHWOOD CARNIVAL GLASS

PRIMITIVE KITCHEN, STAFFORDSHIRE
MID CENTURY MODERN & VICTORIAN GLASSWARE

ADVERTISING, ART GLASS, PRINTS
FARM COLLECTIBLES, ANTIQUE BOOKS

INDIANA COLLECTIBLES, FOLK ART
VINTAGE ITEMS COLLECTED IN JERUSALEM & MORE!

ANTIQUES & FINE COLLECTIBLES
ONLINE ONLY AUCTION

ITEMS SOLD ONLINE ONLY ON HIBID.COM!
TO BID ONLINE GO TO WWW.LAWSONANDCO.HIBID.COM.

Owner: Scott Roush
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United Way of Central Indiana is 
looking for volunteers in Danville for its 
signature ReadUP program, a literacy 
initiative that sends volunteers into 
elementary schools across the region 
to read with third graders to help them 
get on track with grade-level literacy.  

Registration is open for those inter-
ested in volunteering, and the program 
will run from September through May.  

In Hendricks County, United Way is 
looking for 20 volunteers to read with 
students at Danville South Elementary.  

ReadUP focuses on the third grade, 
a critical time when students shift from 
learning to read to reading to learn.  

Across the region last year, 308 
ReadUP volunteers worked with 266 
students at 23 schools in seven Cen-
tral Indiana counties.  

Last year, 80% of students who 
participated in ReadUP demonstrated 
measurable growth in their literacy 
skills, according to reported data.  

“Every student deserves the oppor-
tunity to build a bright and successful 
future, and strong literacy skills are an 
important part of that foundation,” said 
Kierra Hall, United Way’s senior manag-
er of literacy initiatives. “ReadUP helps 
students strengthen the reading skills 
they need to stay on track in school, 
open doors to future opportunities, and 
reach their full potential.”

Volunteers spend one hour a week 
reading with two students through-
out the school year. Some volunteers 
choose to join the program with a part-
ner, splitting the time commitment.  

Volunteers must complete a back-
ground check and a self-paced online 
training course. No teaching experi-
ence is required.  

Registration closes at a school when 
all spots are filled or on Jan. 31, 2027, 
whichever comes first.  

To learn more or sign up, visit uwci.
org/readup.

Community Update

Volunteers needed in Danville for United Way of 
Central Indiana’s ReadUP program
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Large 1 topping traditional 
crust pizza and an order 

of breadsticks

2230 Sta� ord Rd, #101
Plain� eld, IN

317.837.1717

$1899

OUR DOUGH + OUR SAUCE 
= DIFFERENCE MAKER

Large 1 topping traditional 
crust pizza and an order 

$Try our cauli� ower crust!(Crust made o�  site)

Chicagospizza.com
Like us on Facebook! Exp: 9/30/26

The Hayloft

Visit us in Brownsburg – From Our Farms to Your Table
Fresh daily | Fresh focused 

Open 10am-7pm, Saturday 10-5, Closed Sunday

Made Fresh Daily!

Expires 04/30/27
Cannot be combined with any other offer. Valid at Bruster's 
of Avon. Not valid online. One coupon per transaction. 
Must present coupon. Duplicates of coupon not valid.
203AD1OFF

$1 off
any item

20002315

Bruster’s of Avon
50 S Avon Ave, Avon, IN 46123

(317) 344-9444

Made Fresh Daily!

Expires 04/30/27
Cannot be combined with any other offer. Valid at Bruster's 
of Avon. Not valid online. One coupon per transaction. 
Must present coupon. Duplicates of coupon not valid.
203AD1OFF

$1 off
any item

20002315

Bruster’s of Avon
50 S Avon Ave, Avon, IN 46123

(317) 344-9444

Reach households in Hendricks County, 
Speedway, West Indy and South Indy!

Contact Brittney for details about 
placing your ad in our next issue!

(317) 966-2275 or email her at 
brittney@communityconnectmedia.com
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I was at work. My wife Pam called to tell me there had been a terrorist 
attack.  Then, the second tower was hit. It just kept happening. We 
were glued to the TV, watching it all unfold and wondering if it would 
ever stop.
Soon the sky went blank, except for fighter jets.  The sky was now a 
weapon. All flights were cancelled. We thought the world was coming 
to an end.� Dwayne Shaw, Plainfield

I was working at home in my office when my wife called. She shouted 
for me hurry and to turn on the TV.  I turned it on and I immediately 
thought, “ this can’t be an accident.”  I was enraged by what I saw 
happening right in front of me.� Gordon Cotton, Danville

Driving to work on the backroads in Putnam county,  my radio started 
to lose signal. I pulled into a small run-down gas station, where the 
clerk let watch her small portable TV with her. When the second tower 
got hit, we were holding hands silently in disbelief.  I didn’t cry until 
I got in my car. At work, my entire staff was huddled around the TVs 
- some crying, some angry. We all felt the world change together that 
day.� Jan Reder-Gosser, Avon

At a time, I was a sous chef at Woodland Country Club in Carmel. 
I was busy prepping food for a banquet when my buddy rolled in a 
TV cart, seeing live footage of the events. We all gathered around and 
watched the live footage as it was happening and could not believe 
what we were seeing. We were stunned. I was traumatized and I still 
am to this day.� Joe Levitt, Danville

I was in line at the credit union when a plane hit the first tower. 
Then, the 2nd plane hit the south tower. What seemed at first like a 
horrible accident, turned into speculation that we were under attack. 
The images of people running from the towers are still etched in my 
memory. Later that day, I learned that I lost my cousin, a stewardess 
out of Boston, on the 2nd plane that hit the towers.�  
� Kim Barber, Avon

Our fifth grade classes were on a field trip when we heard of the 
attack.  We were at a campground with no phones or radios and were 
instructed not to say anything to the kids. 
Upon returning, our classrooms were under lockdown. Still unaware, 
students were individually escorted to their parent’s car. 
Finally I reached my sister in New York. My brother-in-law often 
worked at the twin towers. Thankfully, he didn’t that day.
� Judy Harrison, Avon

I was 10 years old, getting ready for school.  My mom had TV on and 
I saw it live as it was happening.  I remember panic at school and 
many kids got pulled out by their parents. Our school tried to shield 
us from the aftermath and didn’t have it on the TV’s. I had no idea 
how tragic the event really was until much later.
� Shelby Wade, Plainfield

My mom called to tell me that an airplane hit a World Trade Center 
building. I couldn’t believe it, thinking it was a horrible accident. 
Moments later she called, telling me to turn on the news because a 
second plane had hit another one. We listened to everything unfold 
on my radio at work. I still get tears in my eyes thinking about all the 
lives lost that day. I will never forget!
� Susan Ray, Brownsburg

As a freshman journalism student at Franklin College, I was sitting 
in class when a student walked in announcing that a plane had just 
crashed into the Twin Towers. My professor said something like, “That 
didn’t happen. Take your seat.” By class end, the building was buzzing.  
I walked to the journalism school to watch the news and, unbeknownst 
to me, a yearbook photographer captured me witnessing this horrific 
event. � Marina Keers, Clayton

I vividly remember the shock that gripped our nation on 9/11.  The 
world just stopped.  There was just silence and fear.  That following 
Sunday, our church was packed with people reaching out to God for 
security.  Unfortunately, as the weeks passed, so did the desperation 
for God.  I’m praying for a renewed seeking after God that doesn’t 
require acts of terror, but simple awareness of our need for Him.
� Pastor Craig White, Avon

HENDRICKS COUNTY
WILL NEVER FORGET



September 2, 2026            Hendricks County Community CONNECT          CommunityCONNECTmedia.com20

Visit avon-schools.org/food-services or scan the code to apply. 

PER HOUR
$17.00

START AT
NEW EMPLOYEES

PER HOUR
$17.00

SUBS START AT
FOR ULTIMATE FLEXIBILITY

PART-TIME HOURS  •  MONDAYS-FRIDAYS  • 
SCHOOL BREAKS OFF  •  EXCELLENT SCHEDULE 

FOR STAY-AT-HOME PARENTS & RETIREES

JOIN OUR TEAM!

Hendricks County lawmakers are cel-
ebrating Hoosier students’ scores on 
the 2026 Indiana Reading Evaluation 
and Determination assessment rising 
for the fifth consecutive year, surpass-
ing pre-pandemic levels.

 State Rep. Becky Cash (R-Zionsville), 
a member of the House Education 
Committee, said more than 88% of 
Hoosier third graders passed IREAD, a 
nearly 1.5 percentage point increase 
from last year. It’s the second-largest 
single-year increase since the test was 
implemented.

 “These results are a strong indica-
tion that Indiana’s focus on early liter-
acy is making a meaningful difference 
in students’ lives,” Cash said. “We’re 
seeing more young Hoosiers build the 
reading skills they need to succeed in 

the classroom and beyond.”
 State Rep. Greg Steuerwald (R-Avon) 

noted that literacy rates for every 
student population are now higher than 
before the pandemic.

 “It’s encouraging to see so many 
students reaching proficiency in their 
reading ability,” Steuerwald said. “Es-
tablishing this fundamental skill at a 
young age will lead to greater academic 
success and a brighter future for young 
Hoosiers.”

 Local school corporation pass rates 
for the most recent IREAD exams 
include:

•	 Avon Community School Corp., 
94%;

•	Bethesda Christian School, 100%;
•	Brownsburg Community School 

Corp., 94%;

•	Danville Community School Corp., 
97%;

•	Mill Creek Community School 
Corp., 98%;

•	North West Hendricks Schools, 
99%; and

•	Plainfield Community School Corp., 
88%.

 The lawmakers supported a law in 
2023 establishing science of read-
ing standards and delivering focused 
support to Indiana students facing the 
most significant reading difficulties. 
Additional legislation bolstered the Indi-
ana Department of Education’s literacy 
cadre program to ensure schools with 
fewer than 70% of students passing 
IREAD receive additional resources and 
support.

 “The Hoosier students of today will 

become the community leaders of 
tomorrow, and literacy is a crucial first 
step in that journey,” said State Rep. 
Craig Haggard (R-Mooresville). “These 
scores show me that this foundation 
for excellence is being built across the 
state.”

 State Rep. Jeff Thompson (R-Lizton), 
chair of the House Ways and Means 
Committee, said in the current state 
budgetIndiana increased K-12 tuition 
support by $640 million, a 5% increase 
over the biennium, to its highest level 
yet. Nearly half of our state budget 
goes toward K-12 education (47%). In-
diana also expanded its school choice 
scholarship program, empowering all 
Hoosier families to choose the school 
environment that is best for their 
students.

 “These IREAD scores are further 
proof that recent laws, state fund-
ing and the efforts of our teachers, 
administrators, parents and students 
are leading to a remarkable rebound 
in literacy and positioning Indiana as 
a leading state in education policy,” 
Thompson said. “It shows that when 
we work together, we can make tre-
mendous progress that helps Hoosiers 
thrive.”

 Results from the 2026 IREAD for 
individual schools and corporations are 
available on IDOE’s website. Click here 
to learn more about the state’s literacy 
standards.

Community Update

Hendricks County legislators praise IREAD scores increasing for fifth consecutive year
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Sometimes motivation
just needs a little
company. Own it.

Patty, DanvilleHendricks.org/OwnIt

Women in Business Alliance
EMPOWERING. EFFECTIVE. EXTRAORDINAIRE.

Thursday, September 10, 2026
11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Washington Township Pavilion • 435 Whipple Lane • Avon, Indiana
Registration: $20

To RSVP call or text 317-918-0334 or email
catherine@connecthendricks.com

Dr. Michelle Fenoughty, 
MD, MBA, FACHE

Health is Key to Productivity
Speaker Dr. Michelle Fenoughty, MD, MBA, FACHE, was named President & CEO of Hendricks Regional Health in July 

2023. � e nationally recognized health system in west central Indiana includes two acute care hospitals and six outpatient 
medical centers. Dr. Fenoughty is the � � h President & CEO to serve in this distinguished role at Hendricks and the � rst 
woman and physician to take the helm.

Dr. Fenoughty has a unique, 360-degree view of healthcare brought by her executive leadership experience and nearly 
three decades as a practicing women’s health physician. She began her career with Hendricks in 2002 as an OB/GYN with 
Westside Physicians for Women. She has held positions of increasing responsibility in medical a� airs, including chair of the 
OB/Pediatrics committee from 2004 to 2011 and serving as Chief of Sta�  from 2011 to 2015. � at same year, she was named 
Senior Vice President of Medical A� airs and Chief Medical O�  cer.

Your annual well-woman appointment is more than a routine checkup. It is an opportunity to take charge of your health 
today while reducing risks for the future. During her talk, Dr. Michelle Fenoughty will highlight three important topics 
every woman should discuss at her next appointment.

Women in Business Alliance

EmpowEring. EffEctivE. ExtraordinairE.

WIBA Series
Washington Township Pavilion

435 Whipple Lane • Avon, Indiana

 Thursday, Sept. 10th Thursday, Dec. 10th
11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

$20 per person per session

Join us as we energize, collaborate 
and support each other!

To RSVP call or text 
317-918-0334 or email 

catherine@connecthendricks.com

Presented by

WIBA’s
Not-For-Pro� t

SPOTLIGHT

Sheltering Wings works to prevent domes-
tic violence, restore hope, and create path-
ways to safety and stability, grounded in 
Christ-centered compassion.

Sheltering Wings works to prevent domes-
tic violence, restore hope, and create path-
ways to safety and stability, grounded in 
Christ-centered compassion.
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Brownsburg
Lana “Candy” M. Ahern 
May 31, 1951 - August 17. 
2026 age 75. Services were 
held August 24th at Matthews 
Mortuary.

Brenda D. Foist 
December 13, 1953 - August 19, 
2026 age 71. Memorial visitation 
was held at Matthews Mortuary 
on August 26th.

Barbara J. Land 
February 10, 1953 - August 15. 
2026 age 73. Services were 
held August 21st at Matthews 
Mortuary.

Harry F. Lemmon 
June 10, 1937 - August 23, 2026 
age 89. Friends and family will 
celebrate Harry’s life at a later 
date.

Bernard J. Schrader 
March 5, 1947 - August 24, 2026 
age 79. A memorial service was 
held at Matthews Mortuary on 
August 31st.

John Jacob “Jack” Seitz, 
Jr. 
December 13, 1942 - August 12, 
2026 age 83. A Celebration of 
Life will be held September 26th 
at Faith Lutheran Church in Avon.

Lilly Maude Wilson 
April 16, 1932 - August 17, 
2026 age 94. Services were 
held August 24th at Cornerstone 
Christian Church.

Clayton
Angie Christie 
July 18, 1941 - August 17. 2026 
age 85. Services were held at 
Helton & Harris on August 20th.

Raymond T. Gibson 
March 17, 1930 - August 20, 
2026 age 96. Services were held 
August 29th at Clayton Christian 
Church.

Coatesville
Dorthy Runnells Perkins 
April 7, 1940 - August 14. 2026 
age 86. Services were held 
August 18th at Bousley Funeral 
Home.

Danville
Robert “Bob” Lee Holder 
February 12, 1955 - August 12, 
2026 age 71. The family will be 
celebrating Bob’s life privately.

Edwin R. Rader 
August 6, 1936 - August 17, 2026 
age 90. A memorial gathering was 
held at Helton & Harris August 
27th.

Christopher (Chris) Byrd 
Stewardson 
June 22, 1962 - August 18, 2026 
age 64. A Celebration of Life will 
be planned for later this fall.

Sharon Wagner 
September 1, 1943 - August 14, 
2026 age 82. Services were held 
August 29th at Helton & Harris 
Funeral Home.

Pittsboro
June Lorraine Cain 
April 25, 1936 - August 16, 
2026 age 90. Services were held 
August 20th at Eric M.D. Bell 
Funeral Home.

Mathew Dowling 
January 10, 2008 - August 16, 
2026 age 18. Family held a 
Celebration of Life at their home 
on August 22nd.

Martin Gibbs 
July 8, 1925 - August 16. 2026 
age 101. Services were held at 
Eric M.D. Bell Funeral Home on 
August 22nd.

Plainfield
William “Willie” Basford 
March 18, 1960 - August 25, 
2026 age 66. Services were 
held September 1st at Hampton-
Gentry Funeral Home.

Kirk M. Boesch 
July 15, 1952 - August 14, 
2026 age 74. Services were 
held August 21st at Maple Hill 
Cemetery.

Betty Lou Cummings 
April 4, 1943 - August 13, 2026 
age 83.  Service was held at 
Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home 
on August 20th.

Thomas T. Smith 
July 20, 1946 - August 12, 2026 
age 80. A Celebration of Life 
service will be held at Hall-Baker 
funeral home on September 26th.

Obituaries

Obituaries are printed free of  charge up to 30 words. Funeral directors are 
encouraged to send obituaries to 

 CONNECTobituaries@gmail.com
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By Pastor Rashad Cunningham

My interracial mar-
riage has contributed 
greatly to my under-
standing of walking in 
the truth of the Gospel. 

Now, before some-
body takes that sentence some-
where it doesn’t belong, my mar-
riage is no better or worse in the 
eyes of God because Brittany and I 
have different ethnic backgrounds. 
But after 22 years of marriage, our 
different cultures have certainly pro-
vided some memorable moments.

Including my first Thanksgiving 
with her family.

That was the day I encountered 
something I had never heard of 
before...

GREEN BEAN CASSEROLE.
I wish this newspaper had sound 

effects, because there should be 
a dramatic “DUN, DUN, DUNNNN!” 
right there.

Someone placed this abomina-
tion on my plate, and I immediately 
realized: Brittany’s people and my 
people were DIFFERENT! (LOL.)

As ridiculous as that is, there’s 
something serious underneath it.

Green bean casserole was “un-
clean” food to me. And if we’re not 
careful, we can do something far 
more dangerous than categorizing 
food that way.

We can categorize people that 
way.

In Acts 10, Peter receives a vision 
involving animals his Jewish up-
bringing and the Torah had taught 
him were ritually unclean. A voice 
tells him, “Get up, Peter; kill and 
eat.”

Peter responds exactly like Peter:
“No, Lord!”
Oh, Peter. LOL.
He explains, “For I have never 

eaten anything impure and ritually 
unclean.”

Obviously, the sheet contained 
green bean casserole.

Okay... probably not.
But the specific food wasn’t 

ultimately the point. God responds, 
“What God has made clean, do not 
call impure.”

Peter soon discovers what the 
vision was really preparing him for.

God sends him to the home of 
Cornelius, a Gentile. Peter enters 
the house and explains:

“God has shown me that I should 
not call any person impure or un-
clean.” (Acts 10:28)

There it is.
God was destroying a barrier that 

could keep Peter from bringing the 
Good News to people he had cate-
gorized as “unclean.”

So here’s an uncomfortable ques-
tion:

Who is your green bean casse-
role?

Who have you categorized as 
someone you simply don’t associate 
with?

Maybe it’s political.
Racial.
Economic.
Maybe it’s someone’s 

lifestyle, past, addiction, 
reputation, sexuality, ap-
pearance, or beliefs.

Is there anyone you have 
determined is simply too 

“unclean” for you to bring the Good 
News to?

Because God tells Peter to go 
“with no doubts at all, because I 
have sent them.”

And before we categorize anyone 
else as unclean, perhaps we should 
remember what the Gospel says 
about us.

Romans 5 describes us as help-
less, ungodly, sinners and enemies 
of God.

Sounds pretty unclean to me.
Yet THAT is when God demonstrat-

ed His love toward us through the 
death of Jesus Christ.

Jesus came for spiritual green 
bean casserole like me.

And like you.
So never believe you are too un-

clean to receive the Good News that 
Jesus died for you because God 
loves you.

And never decide someone else 
is too unclean for you to bring that 
Good News to them.

If God says go... Go without hesi-
tation.

Even if He sends you toward the 
green bean casserole.

LOVING YOU and FULLY 
DEPENDENT on HIM,

Pastor Rashad Cunningham
Want to link up? Connect with me by 
scheduling at https://calendly.com 
pastorrashad/meetingwithrashad

Devotional

Who is your green bean casserole?

Jack A. Lawson AU01000629   •  Brandon K. Lawson AU19300138
Tance A. Lawson AU12200035   •  Shane D. Pierce AU19600264

1280 E. Main Street • Danville, IN 46122
(317)745-6404   •   FAX (317) 745-7810   •   AC31300014

FRIDAY - SEPTEMBER 18 TH - 10:00 A.M.
2018 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE SUMMIT SUV

2005 FORD RANGER XLT PICKUP

2004 MERCURY MOUNTAINEER 
PREMIER SUV

1996 MERCURY TRACER 4-DOOR 
WAGON

CASE IH 2096 TRACTOR WITH CAB

FARMALL 560 TRACTOR

1950’S FERGUSON TRACTOR

GRASSHOPPER 729 ZTR MOWER

GRASSHOPPER 727X ZTR MOWER

WOODS 10’ BATWING ROTARY 
MOWER

3-POINT FARM IMPLEMENTS

FIREARMS

POWER TOOLS - HAND TOOLS

LAWN & GARDEN TOOLS

FARM GATES & FENCE - SCRAP IRON

HOUSEHOLD APPLIANCES

PUBLIC AUCTION
7416 W Gore Road, Monrovia, IN 46157

Auctioneers Note: No Buyer’s Premium & No Sales Tax!
Owner: Marilyn Brown (Norman Brown Estate)Owner: Marilyn Brown (Norman Brown Estate)

For more info & photos visit our website:
www.lawsonandco.com



By signing up for the Craft Show, you are agreeing to the waiver provided on www.4hcomplex.org
All Fees are non-refundable

All vendors must be approved by the Craft Show Committee
Registration fee includes booth space and advertising in several media outlets. 

Set-up time is Friday November 7th from 4pm-7pm or November 8th at 6am. Set up Doors will close at 8:30 am and final set-up must
be completed by 9am. 

Event organizers do not guarantee exclusivity of products.
You cannot rent a table without renting a booth.

Name: 
Phone Number:                                Date:
Address:
City, State, & Zip:
Email Address:
Previous Vendor:  

 ANNUAL HENDRICKS COUNTY  
Holiday

2025 VENDOR APPLICATION FORM
This year’s Annual Holiday Craft Show is

presented by Hendricks County 4-H
Fairgrounds. Please call the Hendricks

County 4-H Fairgrounds if you have any
questions at 317-718-6153 or email

psherrill@4hcomplex.org

Mail this registration form, with
payment to:

Hendricks County 4-H Fairgrounds
PO Box 7  Danville, IN 46122 

NOVEMBER 8, 2025    9 AM - 4 PM
HENDRICKS COUNTY 4-H FAIRGROUNDS AND CONFERENCE COMPLEX

BOOTH FEES

CRAFT SHOW

ONLINE APPLICATION AT WWW.4HCOMPLEX.ORG 

$75- Full booth paid by June 30th- returning vendors ONLY 
           (8' wide X 10' Deep)
$80- Full booth paid by October 1st-- $100 paid after October 1st
$50- A full extra booth space directly next to the above space
$20- Electric 
$10- 8' table(s) ________ ($15 day of show)
$2  - Chair(s) ___________ ($5 day of show)
TOTAL PAID (including booth space, electric, tables, and chairs)

Description of Products:

The form must be complete

By signing up for the Craft Show, you are agreeing to the waiver provided on www.4hcomplex.org
All Fees are non-refundable

All vendors must be approved by the Craft Show Committee
Registration fee includes booth space and advertising in several media outlets.

Set-up time is Friday November 7th from 4pm-7pm or November 8th at 6am. Set up Doors will close at 8:30 am and final set-up must
be completed by 9am.

Event organizers do not guarantee exclusivity of products.
You cannot rent a table without renting a booth.

Name:
Phone Number: Date:
Address:
City, State, & Zip:
Email Address:
Previous Vendor:

ANNUAL HENDRICKS COUNTY
Holiday

2025 VENDOR APPLICATION FORM
This year’s Annual Holiday Craft Show is

presented by Hendricks County 4-H
Fairgrounds. Please call the Hendricks

County 4-H Fairgrounds if you have any
questions at 317-718-6153 or email

psherrill@4hcomplex.org

Mail this registration form, with
payment to:

Hendricks County 4-H Fairgrounds
PO Box 7 Danville, IN 46122

NOVEMBER 8, 2025 9 AM - 4 PM
HENDRICKS COUNTY 4-H FAIRGROUNDS AND CONFERENCE COMPLEX

BOOTH FEES

CRAFT SHOW

ONLINE APPLICATION AT WWW.4HCOMPLEX.ORG

$75- Full booth paid by June 30th- returning vendors ONLY
(8' wide X 10' Deep)

$80- Full booth paid by October 1st-- $100 paid after October 1st
$50- A full extra booth space directly next to the above space
$20- Electric
$10- 8' table(s) ________ ($15 day of show)
$2 - Chair(s) ___________ ($5 day of show)
TOTAL PAID (including booth space, electric, tables, and chairs)

Description of Products:

The form must be complete
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ANNUAL HENDRICKS COUNTY

H l d
NOVEMBER 14, 2026  9 AM – 4 PM

HENDRICKS COUNTY 4-H FAIRGROUNDS AND CONFERENCE COMPLEX

By signing up for the Craft Show, you are agreeing to the waiver provided on www.4hcomplex.org
All Fees are non-refundable

All vendors must be approved by the Craft Show Committee
Registration fee includes booth space and advertising in several media outlets. 

Set-up time is Friday November 7th from 4pm-7pm or November 8th at 6am. Set up Doors will close at 8:30 am and final set-up must
be completed by 9am. 

Event organizers do not guarantee exclusivity of products.
You cannot rent a table without renting a booth.

Name: 
Phone Number:                                Date:
Address:
City, State, & Zip:
Email Address:
Previous Vendor:  

 ANNUAL HENDRICKS COUNTY  
Holiday

2025 VENDOR APPLICATION FORM
This year’s Annual Holiday Craft Show is

presented by Hendricks County 4-H
Fairgrounds. Please call the Hendricks

County 4-H Fairgrounds if you have any
questions at 317-718-6153 or email

psherrill@4hcomplex.org

Mail this registration form, with
payment to:

Hendricks County 4-H Fairgrounds
PO Box 7  Danville, IN 46122 

NOVEMBER 8, 2025    9 AM - 4 PM
HENDRICKS COUNTY 4-H FAIRGROUNDS AND CONFERENCE COMPLEX

BOOTH FEES

CRAFT SHOW

ONLINE APPLICATION AT WWW.4HCOMPLEX.ORG 

$75- Full booth paid by June 30th- returning vendors ONLY 
           (8' wide X 10' Deep)
$80- Full booth paid by October 1st-- $100 paid after October 1st
$50- A full extra booth space directly next to the above space
$20- Electric 
$10- 8' table(s) ________ ($15 day of show)
$2  - Chair(s) ___________ ($5 day of show)
TOTAL PAID (including booth space, electric, tables, and chairs)

Description of Products:

The form must be complete

2026 VENDOR APPLICATION FORM

By signing up for the Craft Show, you are agreeing to the waiver provided on www.4-Hcomplex.org
All Fees are non-refundable

All vendors must be approved by the Craft Show Committee
Set-up time is Friday, November 13th from 4pm–7pm or November 14th at 6am. Set up Doors will close at 8:30 am and final set-up must

be completed by 9:00am.

By signing up for the Craft Show, you are agreeing to the waiver provided on www.4hcomplex.org
All Fees are non-refundable

All vendors must be approved by the Craft Show Committee
Registration fee includes booth space and advertising in several media outlets. 

Set-up time is Friday November 7th from 4pm-7pm or November 8th at 6am. Set up Doors will close at 8:30 am and final set-up must
be completed by 9am. 

Event organizers do not guarantee exclusivity of products.
You cannot rent a table without renting a booth.

Name: 
Phone Number:                                Date:
Address:
City, State, & Zip:
Email Address:
Previous Vendor:  

 ANNUAL HENDRICKS COUNTY  
Holiday

2025 VENDOR APPLICATION FORM
This year’s Annual Holiday Craft Show is

presented by Hendricks County 4-H
Fairgrounds. Please call the Hendricks

County 4-H Fairgrounds if you have any
questions at 317-718-6153 or email

psherrill@4hcomplex.org

Mail this registration form, with
payment to:

Hendricks County 4-H Fairgrounds
PO Box 7  Danville, IN 46122 

NOVEMBER 8, 2025    9 AM - 4 PM
HENDRICKS COUNTY 4-H FAIRGROUNDS AND CONFERENCE COMPLEX

BOOTH FEES

CRAFT SHOW

ONLINE APPLICATION AT WWW.4HCOMPLEX.ORG 

$75- Full booth paid by June 30th- returning vendors ONLY 
           (8' wide X 10' Deep)
$80- Full booth paid by October 1st-- $100 paid after October 1st
$50- A full extra booth space directly next to the above space
$20- Electric 
$10- 8' table(s) ________ ($15 day of show)
$2  - Chair(s) ___________ ($5 day of show)
TOTAL PAID (including booth space, electric, tables, and chairs)

Description of Products:

The form must be complete


