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Sheltering Wings

Ways YOU Are Needed During
Domestic Violence Awareness
& Prevention Month!555

1
2
3
4
5

Attend or invite someone to come to our
Men IN Action Breakfast on October 3rd

Wear purple on October 17th
for National Purple Day

Play Sheltering Wings BINGO for a
chance to win a community prize pack

Join us on October 24th for Dine
Out Against Domestic Violence

Participate in 31 Days, 31 Ways to
Prevent Abuse calendar activities

Scan here to learn
about this month’s
events and to
download your
own Bingo card &
31 Days, 31 Ways
calendar.

YOU are the key to ending domestic violence
and promoting healthy communities! Join
Sheltering Wings all month long in building
a strong foundation and creating a world
free from abuse.
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By Todd Travis

Humanity has been around a long 
time and has continuously looked for 
improved ways to live life. Some of our 
ideas have turned out to be incredible 
breakthroughs, allowing for a better 
quality of life, while others have led 
to disaster. In both cases, looking at 
history can help us to navigate how 
we can live today either by avoiding or 
following the paths our ancestors have 
taken.

That being said, there is still no 
perfect guidebook on how to live life 
the best way possible. There are too 
many variables involved to make it that 
simple. We learn a lot from our family 
systems, our local communities, and 
our digital communities. Over time, we 
realize that we are moving in somewhat 
of a cultural current, where those 
around us tend to be living similarly 

to the way we do. This can be a very 
helpful process for us, helping us 
maintain stability in our lives.

But too much reliance on this current 
can cause blind spots in our actions 
that we may not realize. If our ideals 
and values are never challenged, we 
should start to wonder if we may be 
becoming blissfully ignorant of a reality 
that exists outside our bubble. Are we 
doing things that are causing harm 
to ourselves or others? Sometimes 
it takes an outside voice to make us 
aware of something like this. 

It can be hard to go against the 
current we are surrounded by, but it 
can also be beneficial at times, if it’s 
not just for the sake of rebelling or 
being different. Don’t be afraid to listen 
to a different perspective and consider 
a different way of doing things. This is 
the only way for change to happen and 
for humanity to find the right path.
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Do you have an event, story, or 
photo to share? 
Call Todd Travis at 
(317) 520-1215 or email him at 
todd@connecthendricks.com.  
Remember, our news deadlines 
are several days prior to print. 

For information about 
connecting with our readers, 
call Catherine Myers at 
(317) 520-1215 or 
email her at 
catherine@connecthendricks.com.

Connect with us:

Content printed with this symbol 
is sponsored by one of our 
contributing advertisers. 
Sponsored content is written 

or commissioned by advertisers 
working with CONNECT Media 

sales representatives. Sponsored content may not 
reflect the views of the CONNECT Media publisher, 
editorial staff or graphic designer. This publication 
will clearly differentiate between sponsored content 
and editorial content.

Advertisers interested in sponsored content 
should call (317) 520-1215 or email catherine@
connecthendricks.com.

Cover: Hogan Farms, a seasonal farm located in 
Brownsburg. (Photos provided by Stacy Bonner)

Yippee-Ki-Yay
An expression of great joy! 

This expression first became known as the sign-off 
for the King of the Cowboys, Roy Rogers.

For our readers, we would like to see if you can spot  
YIPPEE-KI-YAY in the publication. Once found,  

text 317-520-1215 with a description of where this  
expression is located. This enters you to win! 

One winner will be chosen to win a 
$25 gift card to Chicago Pizza.
(All entries will be cleared each week.)
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Cover Story

By Brittney Dial

Hogan Farms, a family-friendly 
destination for fall fun, has started 
welcoming guests to their pumpkin 
patch and corn maze for their fall 
season. This year’s corn maze theme 
is “Farm & Pumpkins”, and various 
pumpkins, including mini pumpkins, 
pie pumpkins, and specialty pumpkins, 
are ready for picking.

Patrick Cass Hogan and Martin 
“Blue” Dugan, brothers-in-law, pooled 
their resources in 1891 to purchase 
160 acres at 100N and 900E. After 
dividing the farm in 1902, Dugan took 
the North 80 acres, where the Red 
Barns are located, and Hogan took the 
South 80 acres. The Great Depression 
caused the family to lose all their 
money, with their only remaining asset 

being their debt-free land. The family 
farmed their own produce, including 
hay, corn, wheat, tomatoes, and many 
more vegetables. Livestock included 
cattle, hogs, sheep, and poultry.

After P.C. Hogan’s death in 1952, 
his sons Mike and John lived and 
farmed on the property their entire 
lives. Their pickup trucks and tractors 
are still in use on the farm today. The 
farm has remained a part of the Hogan 
family and currently belongs to Pat 
Wethington, the great-grandson of P.C. 
Hogan.

“We are a simple family oriented 
fall destination with the feel of the 
traditional pumpkin patch and corn 
maze” said Stacy Bonner, employee, 
“We love seeing the people come out 

to enjoy nature and prepare for their 
fall decorating.”

The kids zone, open every Tuesday-
Sunday in October, includes a straw 
pyramid, pumpkin chess, and pumpkin 
Tic Tac Toe. Children 36” and under 
get in for free. Hayrides, which are 
available Friday-Sunday, are 15 to 20 
minutes in length. Farmers Markets, 
which take place on various Saturdays 
and Sundays in October, feature 
vendors offering products such as 
local honey, produce, baked goods, 
handmade soaps, and homemade 
candles.

Hogan Farms also hosts uniquely 
themed weekends. Most recently, they 
partnered with the Danville Animal 
Shelter for an “Adopt a Pet” event. Here 
are some more upcoming events:
October 4-6: 

Buy 2 Hayrides, Get 1 Free
October 11-13: 

BOGO Kid Zone Entry
October 18-20: 

Pet Costume Weekend (pets in 
costume get a treat)
October 25-27: 

Kids Costume Weekend (kids in 
costume get a free tabletop gourd/
pumpkin)

Hogan Farms also hosts field trips 
and a farmers market on select 
weekends in October. “Field trips are 
a lot of fun, watching the kids play on 
the hay and run around the grounds” 
shared Bonner. Accommodating 
classes of all ages and sizes, the farm 
provides the ultimate agritourism 
experience for local youth. Classes 
embark on an adventure which 
includes the pumpkin patch, corn 
maze, and hayrides. Each student is 
able to pick a pumpkin of their choice.

Company outings also are welcome 
on the property. Team building 
activities include exploring the pumpkin 
patch, navigating the corn maze, and 
winding down with an evening bonfire. 

The farm is open during the week, 
Tuesday-Thursday, from 2pm to 6pm 
for those who would like to enjoy an 
afternoon at the farm. Weekend hours, 
Friday to Sunday, are 10am to 6pm. 
The farm is pet friendly, and pets are 
welcome as long as they remain on the 
leash.

For more information on upcoming 
offerings, visit Hogan Farms’ Facebook 
page.

Hogan Farms Welcomes 
Visitors for Fall Season

Hogan Farms, a seasonal farm located in Brownsburg, offers family-friendly fall 
entertainment, such as hayrides, a pumpkin patch, and a corn maze. Special events 
take place on select weekends, including pet adoption events and costumed events. 
Additionally, vendors carrying products such as local honey, fresh produce, and 
handmade goods attend the farmers market hosted at the farm on select Saturdays and 
Sundays. Field trips offer local youth the opportunity to experience agritourism.

(Photos provided by Stacy Bonner)

Hogan Farms Provides Family Friendly Fall Fun
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IU Health West Completes 
16th Annual Day of Service

On the Net

By IU Health West Staff

IU Health West team members 
are taking their mission to help 
others outside hospital walls. The 
hospital completed its 16th annual 
Days of Service Friday at Williams 
Park in Brownsburg. Team members 
volunteered their time to wrangle 
weeds and remove invasive species 
from the wooded area surrounding the 
park.

 Days of Service is an IU Health 
volunteer effort each year for all team 
members across the state to come 
together and make a difference in the 
communities IU Health serves.

 Krystle Barber, a Community 
Outreach consultant for IU Health’s 

Indianapolis Suburban Region, helped 
organize the event.

 “This not only strengthens our 
connection with the community, but 
also allows us to improve health 
priorities, such as physical inactivity,” 
Barber says. “Improving parks 
encourages people to be more active, 
helping to tackle health issues and 
create a healthier community.”

 This is one of multiple Days of 
Service projects team members are 
completing this year. Some of the 
other volunteer opportunities include 
painting areas around Family Promise 
of Hendricks County and assembling 
meal kits for the Million Meals 
Movement.

IU Health West team members complete 16th annual Days of Service.  (Photo submitted)

And save
buy early

USE PROMO CODE: DISCOUNTDISCOUNT802802

PICK YOUR DATE TICKETS

Offer is online only. Valid for up to 8 discounts. 
No double discounts. Expires 10/27/2024.

PICK YOUR DATE TICKETS
AS LOW AS    $38.99$38.99

AT HOLIDAYWORLD.COM/SAVE
Weekends: Sept. 21 - Oct. 27

Kitty’s 3D Candy Farm, a funhouse 
the whole family can enjoy, and a 
Saturday night Halloween drone 

show with 500 drones!

The Danville Community School 
Corporation (DCSC) is thrilled to 
announce that two outstanding 
students, Owen Clodfelter and Olivia 
Stierwalt, have been recognized 
as Commended Students in the 
2025 National Merit Scholarship 
Program—an exceptional honor that 
reflects their dedication to academic 
excellence.

These students qualified for the 
National Merit Scholarship Program 
by taking the 2023 Preliminary 
SAT/National Merit Scholarship 
Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT®) 
last October. Out of 50,000 top 
scorers, 16,000 were named 
semifinalists, while 34,000—among 
them Clodfelter and Stierwalt—were 
honored as Commended Students 
for achieving a Selection Index score 
of 208 or higher.

“We are proud of the high 
academic attainment achieved 
by Olivia and Owen. Their 
accomplishments reflect their 
commitment to their own education 
and the opportunities provided to 
them at Danville Community High 

School,” said Superintendent Dr. 
Tracey Shafer.

DCSC celebrates this significant 
accomplishment and commends 
these students for their hard work. 
This achievement is a testament to 
our district’s mission to maximize 
student success so they can make 
a difference in any community. We 
are confident that Clodfelter and 
Stierwalt will continue to make an 
impact wherever their future takes 
them.

Community Updates

Danville Community School 
Corporation Announces  

Outstanding Students

 (Photo submitted)
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Large 1 topping traditional  
crust pizza and an order  

of breadsticks

2230 Stafford Rd, #101
Plainfield, IN

317.837.1717

$1899

OUR DOUGH + OUR SAUCE 
= DIFFERENCE MAKER

Try our cauliflower crust!(Crust made off site)

Chicagospizza.com
Like us on Facebook! Exp: 10/31/24

By Todd Travis

It started with love
Love has a way of changing the 

direction of our lives when it’s true. 
Russell Rader found that out when a 
visiting nurse began taking care of his 
aunt next door to him. Russell was dating 
someone else at the time, but his mom 
had an inkling that she wasn’t the one 
for him and suggested maybe he go over 
to check out the visiting nurse next door. 
And he did. Charlotte, that visiting nurse, 
is now his wife of over 60 years today.

Shortly after they got married, Russell 
passed his CPA exam and opened his 
own practice in October of that year, 
1964. Right by his side was Charlotte, 
who assisted him after he taught her 
payroll basics. Charlotte remembers 
buying a house where the previous owner 
worked from the IRS and would have a 
sign out that said “Tax Returns $3.00.” 
So they knew that would be able to find a 
group of clients around who weren’t used 
to paying a lot of money for that service.

Family
Russell was a family man. Instead of 

trying to go right into an outside office, he 
decided he wanted to run the business 
from home so he could be around his 
wife and kids. David Rader remembers 
mom and dad working their work 
schedules around their school and sports 
schedules, and how meaningful that 
ended up being to him as he grew up. He 
even remembers an auditor being around 
one day when he got home from school, 
and made sure to be real nice to her! She 
later ended up becoming a client after 
seeing how impeccably well Russell and 
Charlotte managed their business.

While Ron Rader was less sure he 
wanted to join the family business, over 
time, he realized he actually enjoyed 
accounting. It wasn’t just the busy work 
that he used to help out with a kid. And 
so both brothers ended up joining the 
family business and have continued to 
run what became Rader and Rader in 
1993. Russell and Charlotte retired in 
2019.

Loyalty
One of the reasons Rader and 

Rader has been around for 60 years is 
customer loyalty. There was an especially 
hard recession back during the Jimmy 
Carter presidency. One client of theirs 
owned five bakeries at the time and 
ended up losing them all. But the family 
continued to push through and continue 
serving their clients with the top notch 
service they had always provided, and 
they were able to keep business going 

thanks to their loyal customers who were 
able to stick around.

In 1999, Rader and Rader added 
financial services to the accounting 
business. This month marks 60 years 
since Russell hung up his shingle back 
in 1964. And so continues the legacy 
he began, with his sons David and Ron 
at the helm. No doubt the legacy will 
continue for years to come.  Rader and 
Rader is now located at 6220 E US HWY 
36 in Avon.

60 Years and Accounting: A Story of Love, Family, and Loyalty

Ron, Russell, Charlotte, and Dave Rader (Photo by Todd Travis)
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(Photos submitted)

CALL TODAY 317-455-1124
or visit PricePointComfort.com

WELCOME TO PRICE POINT COMFORT!
YOUR FULL SERVICE HVAC SPECIALISTS

LLooccaallllyy  FFaammiillyy  OOwwnneedd  CCoommppaannyy  WWiitthh  OOvveerr  110000  YYeeaarrss  ooff  CCoommbbiinneedd  EExxppeerriieennccee

OUR SERVICES
COOLING

Everything you need to keep you, your 
family, and your business cool.

HEATING
Installs, replacements, repairs on heat 
pumps, boilers, & geothermal heating.

WATER HEATERS
Installs, replacements, repairs and 

maintenance on water heaters

INDOOR AIR
Installs, replacements, repairs and 

maintenance on humidifiers, ductwork, 
and digital thermostats

$89.00

Restrictions apply. Call for more details.
Limited Time Offer.

WHY CHOOSE US?
Our ExperienceWith over 27 years of experience, we strive to exceed your expectations by 
ensuring you receive individualized & highest quality service.

Our ValuesBecause we know nothing is more important than family, think of us as your 
reliable partners when it comes to your heating, cooling, and ventilation needs.

Products We OfferWe offer a wide variety of products to choose from, including Rheem products. 
You can rely on us to help you choose a solution that’s right for you.

Financing Options
We offer financing options to give you peace of mind PRE-SEASON

TUNE-UP
INCLUDES FREE ELECTRONIC LEAK SEARCH

If your system is over 12 years old, it is likely using 
refrigerant that is no longer available. CALL TODAY to 

PREVENT system breakdown this SUMMER!

CALL TODAY 317-455-1124
or visit PricePointComfort.com

WELCOME TO PRICE POINT COMFORT!
YOUR FULL SERVICE HVAC SPECIALISTS

Locally Family Owned Company With Over 27 Years of Experience

CALL TODAY 317-455-1124
or visit PricePointComfort.com

WELCOME TO PRICE POINT COMFORT!
YOUR FULL SERVICE HVAC SPECIALISTS

Locally Family Owned Company With Over 27 Years of Experience

James Swindle, Owner/Operator with his son and business partner

$89.00 PRECISION 
HEATING TUNE-UP 

FREE  
SERVICE CALL 

WITH PAID REPAIR
Valid on any repair over $299.  

Restrictions apply. 
Call for more details. 

Expires 10/31/2024

$1000 OFF THE  
PURCHASE OF A  

QUALIFYING SYSTEM 
Have installed by October 31st and  
receive a full 10yr labor warranty.  

Some restrictions apply. Call for details 

Expires 10/31/2024

• Clean Condenser
• Inspect Electrical Components
• Clean Drain
• Inspect Blower

Expires 10/31/2024

• No Gimmicks
• Technicians trained to 

properly maintain or service 
your system

• Nate Certified
• Local 

Just read our reviews to see 
what our other customers 

are saying about us! 

By Simone Bender

Founded over 100 years ago in 
September 1897 by five high school 
girls and their three favorite teachers, 
Psi Iota Xi, a sorority with roots in 
Muncie, Indiana, still stands strong 
today with chapters around the 
Midwest, which donate over $800,000 
annually.

Bette Yeager, former president of the 
local chapter of the sorority dubbed 
“the Cheeseball Ladies” and former 
National Council member for the group, 
has been involved in many of the 
campaigns led by Psi Iota Xi to benefit 
the community.

“Psi Iota Xi is a national charitable 
organization dedicated to helping 
others, especially in the fields of 
speech and hearing, and enriching the 
world around us,” said Yeager. “In my 
travels to the various chapters in all 
the states, I am astonished at all they 
can do for their communities and how 
much they also give on the State and 
National level.”

Yeager, who originally joined the 
group in 1976 as a stay-at-home 
mom wanting to get involved in her 
community, has now completed many 
feats as leader for the organization, 

including hosting the national 
convention in her home of Indianapolis.

“This experience certainly allowed 
me to develop a part of myself I did 
not know existed,” said Yeager. “Had 
someone told me in 1972 that I would 
lead a meeting with over 800 ladies 
in attendance, I would have told them 
they were crazy.”

The sorority continues to pursue 
community involvement and 
betterment, even today, where 
they actively seek to expand their 
membership and influence across the 
country.

“Over the years we have been able 
to donate much to our community, and 
each year we set a budget and have 
been able to meet that budget, and it 
is our goal to continue to increase what 
we give each year. But in order to do 
this, we must grow,” said Yeager. “We 
are wanting to attract more members 
to continue to do the good we have 
done and hope to do in the future.”

And with the growth they currently 
pursue, the “Cheeseball Ladies” have 
no plans to stop anytime soon with the 
advocacy they’ve performed in the past 
150 years and the community impact 
they plan to continue with.

“Our Chapter was chartered in 
1950 and has donated much time 
and money in our 74 years. It is our 
desire to be able to continue to give 
our scholarships, donate to the speech 
and hearing pathologist, library’s, 
Sheltering Wings, and so much more,” 
said Yeager. “But it is the friendships 
and sisterhood that we develop along 
the way that is so important, as we 
give cheer to those less fortunate and 
give good cheer that the lives of those 
about us may be enriched.”

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS
celebrating our community

Psi Iota Xi “Cheeseball Ladies” Pursue 
Community Involvement, Betterment
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DO               Hendricks

October  
1-31 	� McCloud Prairie Maze  

8 a.m. -  7 p.m. McCloud Nature Park, 8518 
Hughes Rd. N., North Salem

4	 �Mother-Son Bonfire Night 
6-9 p.m. Activities include s’mores, crafts, 
scavenger hunt, bat presentation led by 
Dr. Carter from Ball State University and 
hayrides. $22 per person at Arbuckle Acres 
Park, 200 N. Green St., Brownsburg

4 & 5 	� The Gods of Comedy  
7:30 p.m. The comic play features the Greek 
god, Dionysus, Thalia and a pair of modern 
day professors. Presented by Hendricks 
Civic Theatre at Hendricks Live, 200 W. Main 
St., Plainfield $21.50 per ticket

5	   �5th Annual Hendricks County 
International Festival 
Family fun educational event with food 
trucks, live dance and music performances, 
interactive booths, traditional attire and 
more from 20 different countries. Free to 
attend at the Shops at Perry Crossing, 2499 
Perry Crossing Way, Plainfield

5, 12 & 19 	  �Nehemiah Ranch Fall Harvest Days 
Enjoy pumpkins, hay rides, live music, 
s’mores, hot chocolate and more. 
Suggested donation of $10 per person. 
Nehemiah Ranch, 1420 N. CR 600 E., 
Avon.

5, 6, 12 & 13 
	� Beasley’s Heartland Apple Festival  

9a.m.-6 p.m. Enjoy live music, arts, crafts, 
Kidzone, corn maze, and a hayride to the 
pumpkin patch! Beasleys Orchard, 2304 E. 
Main St., Danville

5	� 10th Annual Car Rally 
8:30 - 11 a.m. Hendricks County Historical 
Museum, 170 S. Washington St., Danville. 
Road Rally leading through the county to visit 
spots of early settlers in Hendricks County 
walked and set up businesses. Registration 
at 8:30 a.m. and the first car leaves at 9 a.m. 
$20 per car.

5	  �Volktoberfest 
9 a.m. - 4 p.m. Featuring Volkswagens. 
There will be a kid car parade and fun zone, 
so bring and decorate your kid car. The 
tricycle races are always a great time. Kids 
can bring their own tricycles or there will be 
some available. More information available 
at Oktoberfest.cove.org

5	 �Harvest Time Hayrides 
4-8 p.m. Avon’s annual fall festival. Avon Town 
Hall Park, 6570 E. US Hwy 36, Avon

5	 �Movie Night in the Park 
8 p.m. Movie will start shortly after sunset. 
Scamahorn Park, 80 N. Meridian St., Pittsboro

7	 �Fall Bingo Night 
7 p.m. Raising support and funds for Mental 
Health America of Hendricks County. Doors 
open at 4:30. Bingo kicks off at 7. $35 in 
advance - $40 at the door - $225 for a table of 
eight. Danville National Guard Armory, 1245 
East Main St., Danville

12	�Dressed to Dink Pickle Ball Tournament 
10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Round Robin style Doubles 
Pickleball Tournament. Register for level 2 to 
2.5 or 3 to 3.5 at: 
 wtp.recdesk.com/community/program

      

Community Calendar

By Amie Scott

According to their website, Nehemiah 
Ranch is 34 acres of beautiful woods, 
farm land, and a rustic barn in Avon, 
Indiana. To founder Jeff Leath and his 
wife Joy, it’s a slice of Heaven with a 
commission to bring joy, peace, and 
togetherness to those who visit. Mind 
you, Jeff and Joy both have full-time jobs, 
family, friends, church – you know the 
drill. But, in 2009 Jeff felt led to purchase 
land and offer this oasis of peace to the 
Hendricks County community. Operating 
with a very small budget, this is definitely 
a calling, or in Jeff’s words, “a labor of 

love”. 
Nehemiah Ranch is all about family focus 
and the hope that people will slow down 
and just be together. One of their most 
popular events is Fall Harvest Nights. 
Offered this year on October 5, 12, and 
19 from 6 to 9 p.m., visitors can select a 
pumpkin, take a hayride, and enjoy hot 
chocolate and smores. A $10 per person 
donation is suggested. In addition, they 
will have honey from their beehives and 
popcorn available to purchase. Proceeds 
from the sales will go toward the repair 
and restoration of the 1900s barn on the 
property. 
Nehemiah Ranch is an all-volunteer 

operation, and while events are offered 
seasonally, there’s a lot of work year-
round to do. Donations of time or 
monetary gifts are always welcome. 
Prayer is always welcomed too. If you’re 
interested in helping or donating, visit 
their volunteer page at: 
www.nehemiahranch.org/volunteer to 
send an email. 
Nehemiah Ranch is located 
at 1420 N County Rd 600 
E. Avon, IN 46123. For 
more information about 
all the amazing things 
they offer visit, www.
nehemiahranch.org. 

Nehemiah Ranch Harvest Nights Bring Families Together

(Photos submitted)
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By Shawn A. Burcham, MLISi

Fifteen-year-old Lieuellen Hays wiped 
the sweat from her brow with her 
sleeve before carefully removing the 
last egg from under the sitting hen and 
placing it in the basket. It was one of 
the hottest days they’d had in August 
1900, and outside the henhouse, 
she could hear her sister Grace, aged 
5, and her niece Willa, also aged 5, 
laughing as they splashed one another 
with cool water being hand-pumped by 
her 10-year-old sister, Nellie.

Ducking through the henhouse 
door back into the bright sun, she 
squinted into the distance and saw her 
father, John Thomas Hays, his elbow 
propped on a fence post as he spoke 
with Edgar (Willa’s father), and the 
farmhand, Darwin Wade. They were 
likely discussing the upcoming harvest. 
Her father was proud of his farm in 
the southwest corner of Hendricks 
County’s Center Township, and with 
good reason. The 1878 “Atlas of 
Hendricks County” had described his 
farm as “one of the finest farms in the 
country, including 170 acres of first-
class upland, well-watered, drained, 
and fenced.” His parents had moved 
to Hendricks County from Kentucky in 
1832, some of the earliest settlers in 
the area.

Entering the house, a sweet aroma 
tickled Lieuellen’s nostrils as she made 
her way to the kitchen and found her 
mother, Mary Frances, setting a pan 
of freshly-baked cornbread on top of 
the woodstove. A clang from another 
room told her that Nellie was back 
from the pump with the pitcher of 

water. Dropping off the eggs and giving 
her mother a peck on the cheek, she 
left the kitchen and walked to the 
sideboard where the pewter pitcher 
was kept. She loved this pitcher with its 
intricate floral design. It had been here 
for as long as she could remember. It 
rested on its own tilting stand with a 
hook attached that held the matching 
cup. She took the cup from its hook, 
tilted the pitcher, and poured herself a 
cup of water. The metal cup was cool 
on her lips. She closed her eyes and 
enjoyed the shivery trail the icy water 
made down her throat as she drank. 
She was holding the cool cup to her 
forehead when her mother called from 
the kitchen to ask if she had milked the 
cows yet. She sighed as she placed the 
cup back on its hook. Such was the life 
of a young Hendricks County farm girl 
in 1900.

(This is a fictional scene based on facts and 
information received from the great-great-great 
granddaughter of John Thomas Hays, Kamala 
James, who recently donated the pitcher 
to the Hendricks County Museum. Per her 
grandmother, “It sat on the sideboard and held 
water for the three daughters and their niece. 
They were not allowed in the kitchen because 
there was a large wood burning stove and they 
would get under foot of the cook.”)

Pitcher Perfect

Hendricks County Historical Museum is at 170 S. Washington Street in Danville, one block south of 
the courthouse. The building was the sheriff and family’s residence from 1866 to 1974, with the jail 

attached. It is furnished as it would have been in the late 1800s. It is open Fridays and Saturdays, 
11:00 am to 3:00 pm, mid-March through mid-December and for groups by appointment.  

hendrickscountymuseum.org    |     317-745-6158

CONNECTING 
with our Hendricks County 

ROOTS

Pitcher donated to the Hendricks County 
Museum by Kamala James. (Photo submitted)To learn more about the grant 

projects funded by BEF in the 
2024-2025 school year, visit

brownsburgeducationfoundation.org

BEF is proud to award over $200,000 
in grants and scholarships this year.

GRANT:
Log Cabin 

Homestead Project
Available to all 3rd grade 

students in BCSC
Sponsored in part by 

Adelsperger Orthodontics

As part of their study of 
Brownsburg history, third grade 
students in the corporation take a 
trip to the cabin. While visiting the 
Log Cabin Homestead, students 
are immersed in the hands-on and 
interactive historical experience. 
They participate in activities 
and lessons taught to them by 
individuals dressed in costumes of 
early settlers. History is brought to 
life as students step back into time 
during this educational adventure!

Your Donations
Make a Difference!

“I really enjoyed everything we did 
today. I’m very happy to be a pioneer. 

Thanks a lot for making this a 
very exciting day.”

Emma, third-grade studentEmma, third-grade student

“Thank you, cabin ladies. I love the 
experience of pioneers. One of my 

favorite parts was the laundry. It was 
really fun. Another thing I liked was 
writing in ink with a feather. I got 

some on my fingers. I also like 
making toys. Their toys are fun!”

Olivia, third-grade studentOlivia, third-grade student

“Dear Pioneers, Thank you for having 
us. It was the best field trip ever. 

I miss you.”
Savannah, third-grade studentSavannah, third-grade student
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Electric cooperatives are not-for-profit utilities that are 
built by the communities they serve. For Hendricks 
Power, our mission has always been to provide reliable 
power. We care about your quality of life. We are locally 
operated and uniquely suited to meet our members’ 
evolving energy needs. Our purpose is people––the 
local communities we proudly serve.

All co-ops, including Hendricks Power, are guided by 
seven cooperative principles that embody the values 
and spirit of the cooperative movement.

MEMBERS’ ECONOMIC
PARTICIPATION

Members shape the co-op by 
making decisions, as co-ops are 
created by and for them.

AUTONOMY AND
INDEPENDENCE

Co-ops are independent and 
can operate on their own, which 
ultimately benefits the members.

EDUCATION, TRAINING
AND INFORMATION

Co-ops focus on education to 
ensure employees have the 
training needed for success  
in the co-op.

COOPERATION AMONG
COOPERATIVES

Co-ops work for the greater good 
of their communities. Co-ops give 
back to local communities to help 
them thrive and grow. 

Co-ops share and learn from 
other co-ops. Helping each other 
out because we want all co-ops 
to thrive. 

CONCERN FOR
COMMUNITY

Co-op membership is open 
to anyone who can use its 
services.

VOLUNTARY AND
OPEN MEMBERSHIP

Members make decisions that 
shape the cooperative. Because 
co-ops are created by the 
members, for the members. 

DEMOCRATIC
MEMBER CONTROL

Discover more about co-ops and 
the seven principles that guide us.

Stunning Scarlet

8100 E US HWY 36, Unit O, Avon •  317-272-0780  •  avon.wbu.com

By Todd Travis

One of the more difficult birds to 
spot, the Scarlet Tanager’s beauty 
is worth the wait. A blood-red body 
contrasted with a jet-black wing 
makes this bird a true sight to see. 
The reason they are more difficult 
to spot is that they are typically a 
treetop bird. They may be flying high 
above you without you even noticing.

But that’s why we learn about 
these beautiful birds- so we can find 
them and enjoy their radiance. One 
important way to spot the Scarlet 
Tanager is to learn its call. The 
sound, which you can look up, is a 
chick-burr noise. If you are able to 
identify the noise, you are more likely 
to be able to track it up in the trees.

In addition, the bird is a fruit 
lover. They can be seen flying down 
to enjoy berries such as service 
berries, blackberries, strawberries, 
and raspberries. Whether you plant 
them in your yard, pot them, or leave 
them out on a feeder stand, you can 
increase your chances of meeting 

these friends by offering tasty treats.
In the summer, while Scarlet 

Tanagers are breeding in our area, 
we get to enjoy their stunning red 
color. As fall comes, the red turns to 
a yellow and they migrate back down 
south for the winter. How lucky are 
we that they show their red brilliance 
while visiting the Midwest? When 
they fly back south, they often join 
mixed species foraging flocks such 
as flycatchers, antbirds, and wood 
creepers.

As fall approaches, our friends 
will soon be migrating back south, 
but this is the perfect time to begin 
preparing for their return next spring! 
Make sure you head to Wild Birds 
Unlimited in Avon so you can get 
your house and your feeders ready 
to attract a whole flock of these 
glorious birds. They can get you 
ready. And while you’re there, pick up 
some food for all the winter birds that 
stick around. Join their daily savings 
club and start enjoying 15% off food 
purchases and tons of other perks!

Male Scarlet Tanager (Piranga olivacea) eating mulberries during a migration stopover.
 (Photo by Brian Lasenby/Adobe Stock)

Avon, IN

This article is sponsored by:



UNSTOPPABLE partnership.

By Brittney Dial

Not many can boast being an integral part of a 
professional orchestra while still a highschool student. 
Jayden Christensen, a violinist for the Hendricks 
Symphony (HS), has been a scholarship student with 
the orchestra for 2 years and has worked his way up 
towards first chair.

“Jayden is an outstanding young musician, and a 
fine young man. He has been part of our scholarship 
program for the past 2 years, and this year was 
promoted to the first violin section because of his 
outstanding musicianship.” said Al Lilly, President of the 
Hendricks Symphony, “we are honored to have him in 
the HS!”

Fellow HS violinists find Jayden to be a necessary 
addition to the section, noting his natural talent and 
work ethic. “Jayden is a very talented young man,” said 
Sheila, violinist for the Hendricks Symphony, “It has 
been a real pleasure getting to know him!”

Jayden has been a violinist for 6 years and started 
performing within the Avon School System. Besides 
performing with the Hendricks Symphony, he has 
also performed with the Avon Middle School North 
Orchestra, the Avon High School Symphony, and the 
Indiana All-Region Orchestra. Jayden also plays the 
guitar, cello, and a bit of the piano.

“I love everything about the violin because of the 
friendships it has helped me form, the opportunities 
it has given me, the challenge it has provided me, and 
much more” said Jayden, “I love the violin due to its 
ability to make other people happy. Actually, performing 
is super scary, and I’ve never really been able to get 
over my stage fright. But, seeing my friends, family, and 
even strangers happy is one of the best gifts I receive 
as a musician.”

During his time as a violinist, he has held leadership 
positions as a section leader. This taught him many 
valuable lessons. “I can still confidently say with the 
experience I have as a leader in my community, that 
it takes love, passion, and kindness to be an effective 
section leader. Loving what you do and the people 
around you will naturally drive you to do better not only 
for yourself, but for your group.”

Jayden is also a well-rounded student involved with 
many extracurriculars at Avon High School, including 
Cross Country, Rock Climbing Club, Academic Super 
Bowl, Speech and Debate, Pre-Med Club, Avon Cancer 
Society, and Avon Incredible Mentors. He is currently in 
4 AP classes and has a 4.654 GPA, ranking as 38th out 
of Avon’s Class of 2026.

After graduation, Jayden plans on applying to all of 
the Ivy Leagues, IU, Purdue, Notre Dame, and a few 
other colleges. He plans on obtaining a Biomedical 
Engineering or Biology major, then pursuing med school 
to become a surgeon. After his time as a surgeon, 
Jayden wishes to support a family and become a full 
time music teacher.

Jayden gives advice to other young musicians, “Love 
what you do….Realize you are an important part of a big 
picture and appreciate your role and gift as a musician.”

HIGH ACHIEVERS
Your achievement is our inspiration.

Hendricks Regional Health

Scholarship Student Steals 
the Symphony Spotlight



NO HEALTHCARE? FIND HOPE
Hope Healthcare addresses a gap that has 

left many feeling hopeless
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By Todd Travis

Born out of necessity
It’s said that necessity is the mother 

of invention. What is more necessary 
than healthcare? This is the question 
that urged Hope Healthcare into 
existence just under 20 years ago. 
Granted, there are options for people 
to receive healthcare, even people with 
extremely low income. So what was 
missing?

There is an acronym that helps 
explain where this need arose. It’s 
called ALICE: Asset Limited, Income 
Constrained, Employed. This term 
describes people who are working 
and are making enough money to be 
considered above the poverty level, 
while still struggling financially to meet 
every day needs, such as healthcare. 
Does this sound familiar? It’s not an 
uncommon phenomenon. A study 
between 2007 and 2018 showed 
an astounding 24% of households 
in the U.S. fall into this category. 
(myhopehealth.org)

With the high cost of healthcare, 
this need is not a small one. So how 
does a company with just a handful 
of employees fill such a tall order? In 

short, compassion. Hope Healthcare 
works with top medical professionals 
who volunteer their time to help 
community members who desperately 
need it. Under their model, they are 
able to provide extremely low cost 
(around 10-15% of market rate) 
healthcare to those without healthcare 
coverage.

From then to now
From humble beginnings, this 

organization began as a ministry of 
the Kingsway Christian Church before 
evolving into what it is today. Former 
Executive Director John Mollaun has 
been steering the ship for almost 
eighteen years, and has now passed 
the torch on to new Executive Director 
Cliff Sweazey.

“About 9 years ago I just felt called 
to do something completely different. 
At that time, I sold my interest in my 
technology company to my business 
partner, and they’re still doing great. 
And I decided at that point I was going 
to devote my life to ministry work,” 
Sweazey explained.

“From there, I have been involved 
in a variety of ministries which have 
eventually led me to where I am today.”

It’s quite impressive the amount 
of impact this organization is able to 
make, again with just two full-time 
staff members and about 5 part-
time staff members. The passion of 
the volunteers is what makes the 
difference. Outside of the volunteer 
medical care, which is already 
substantial, volunteers come in and 
pray for people, write prayer letters 
and thank you letters, take care of 
the facility and grounds, and even the 
technology.

“This is unlike any place I have ever 
worked or consulted with in my entire 
business career,” Sweazey commented.

Providing more hope
With such an incredible mission, 

Hope Healthcare is setting a new 
standard for helping people in our 
community. The biggest limit they 
face is simply numbers. As 
Sweazey and the rest of the 
organization looks forward, 
they see the most impact 
coming from more people 
getting involved. The 
volunteers only have so 
many hours available, so 
more volunteers will allow 

for more services provided. Because 
the organization is donor funded, more 
donors are needed as well. Thankfully, 
the support from Hendricks County has 
been ample, which has allowed for so 
much to be accomplished already.

If the mission of this organization 
resonates with you, please don’t 
hesitate to get involved. Whether you 
want to volunteer, give, or just voice 
your support, they would love to hear 
from you! There are multiple ways to 
do so. First check out their website at 
myhopehealth.org. You can also reach 
them at 317-272-0708, which is also 
the number people can call for patient 
care. Finally, email Cliff Sweazey 
directly at CES@myhopehealth.org.

No Healthcare? Find Hope
Hope Healthcare addresses a gap that has left many feeling hopeless

Business Cover Story

Left photo - Former Executive Director John Mollaun speaking at most recent event. (Submitted photo) Center - Executive Director Cliff Sweazey Right photo - Hope Healthcare Staff: Top: John Mollaun, Cliff 
Sweazey, Dawn Smith Bottom: Sandy Minkner, Kesha Fields, Kendra Lucas, Rhea Khatra (Photos by Todd Travis)
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By William Gulley

We all approach 
decisions in our own unique 
way, whether we’re picking 
out dinner or figuring out 
our next career move. 
Our decision-making style 
impacts how people interact 
with us and how we gather 

information. Recognizing your style can help 
make more effective decisions.

First, there’s the analytical style. If 
you like to gather all the facts, weigh the 
pros and cons, and take your time before 
committing, you’re probably an analytical 
decision-maker. This can be great for big 
decisions, but sometimes it can lead to 
overthinking.

On the flip side, there’s intuitive decision-
makers. These individuals go with their 
gut. They trust their instincts making quick 
choices, often based on how they feel 
about a situation rather than understanding 
the data. It’s efficient but can lead to rash 

decisions if not tempered with logic.
Then there’s the dependent style. This 

involves people leaning on others for advice 
and opinions. They value input from friends, 
family, or coworkers to help them decide. 
It’s great to get a second opinion, but 
relying too much on others can cause you 
to lose your own voice.

Lastly, the avoidant style involves putting 
off decisions as long as possible. This can 
lead to missed opportunities, but can help 
avoid impulsive choices.

Knowing your decision-making style 
can help you understand your thought 
processes and why some decisions are 
easier than others.  Over the next four 
months we will explore these in more detail 
and examine how to optimize the strengths 
of each style and minimize the challenges.

William Gulley has been a leadership 
development facilitator, speaker and business 
coach for 8 years and currently owns Perpetual 
Development, LLC, a coaching firm in 
Hendricks County

Strategies for Success

What Your Decision-Making 
Style Says About You

The 33,000 sq. ft. Hendricks 
County 4-H Fairgrounds and  
Conference Complex is designed 
to meet any of your social  
meeting needs:  banquets, 
meetings, seminars or wedding 
events - we can do it all! Our 
friendly and knowledgable staff  
are ready to make your event 
worry-free and memorable!

COMPLEX FEATURES
•  Nine conference classrooms  
and boardrooms

•  Complete commercial kitchen

•  Demonstration kitchen

•  12,000 sq. ft. auditorium

•  24’ x 36’ stage

•  Easy load-in areas with  
overhead door

•  High ceilings

• Epoxy covered flooring

• ADA accessibility

THE PERFECT SPACE FOR  
YOUR SPECIAL EVENT

1900 East Main St., Danville  

317-718-6153  |  4HComplex.org

$50 OFF
Rental of $150 or more

Must present coupon at time of order.  
Expires 12-31-24.

Indianapolis Gem, Mineral 
& Jewelry Show

October 18-20, 2024
Fri/Sat 10:00-6:00

Sun 11:00-4:00

Hendricks County 4-H Fairgrounds

www.americangemshow.com

HOMEGROWN 
& HANDMADE 

HOLIDAY EXPO 

MEALS ON WHEELS OF HENDRICKS COUNTY
PRESENTS

SPONSORED BY: GUILFORD TOWNSHIP

Come join us for our 2nd annual holiday expo! 
Stop by, shop unique gifts, grab a meal from our

kitchen & check out the silent auction! All proceeds go
to Meals on Wheels of Hendricks County!  

 

ADMISSION IS FREE!! 

NOVEMBER 9TH
10:00AM - 3PM

HUMMEL PARK AT
GUILFORD TOWNSHIP COMMUNITY CENTER

1500 S.CENTER ST, PLAINFIELD
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By Karl Zimmer

Every business leader 
faces difficult decisions. 
The saying, “It is lonely at 
the top,” comes to mind 
because tough decisions 
must be made and 
ultimately, some people 

will not be happy. So, when you have to 
make tough decisions, especially those 
that affect people, what can you do to 
help them be easier to make and easier 
to understand?

Every decision affects people in one 
way or another, but the most difficult 
in my experience were always the ones 
that directly affected someone, whether 
that was a termination or a decision of 
discipline. Even a decision of promotion 
for one means that someone else, 
someone who may have felt deserving, is 
disappointed. So, what do you do? 

It may seem obvious, but direct, 
honest, and thorough communication 
is best. Honesty is a must, and the 
more complete and specific the 
communication is, the better. When 
anything is left to interpretation, human 
nature is to fill in the blanks based on 
one’s own filters and perceptions. Those 
who are negatively affected will attach 
the most negative ideas or beliefs onto 
the decision. The ones who didn’t get the 
promotion, for example, might assume 
that they were treated unfairly and that 
those who did get the promotion were 
somehow treated with favoritism. It is 
best to clearly state the requirements 
for the position and the criteria used in 
the objective evaluation and resulting 
determination and be confident in your 

final decision. If you are unable to do 
that, then reevaluate your process.

For the most difficult decisions of 
termination, be absolutely transparent 
about your process and the reason for 
termination. For example, you could 
have clear guidelines in a Company 
Policy Handbook that has been provided 
to everyone in the organization and to 
which they all have agreed to abide. 
Within the Handbook, certain behaviors 
or actions might be listed as being cause 
for immediate dismissal (usually things 
like sexual harassment, assault, theft, 
etc.). Other behaviors or actions may 
trigger progressive discipline, and you 
must clearly and accurately document 
actions and discipline. Though it may 
limit flexibility, what this does create is an 
environment where everyone knows what 
is expected, and as long as leadership 
is consistent in the application, which 
they (you) must be, it does make tough 
decisions easier. Being a good leader 
requires some tough decisions, and the 
best leaders learn how to make even the 
tough decisions easier.

This column is dedicated to sharing 
experiences, research, and ideas about 
great leaders, for great leaders. We 
welcome your comments, questions, and 
suggestions. This forum is for you. What 
challenges would you like to solve? What 
would you like to share to help others?

Karl is the author of, “The Boy Who Grew Up to 
RULE® the World…,” a speaker, Board Certified 
Hypnotist, and successful CEO. Contact him at 
Karl@iRULEtheWorld.com. RULE® and Profit 
in Harmony® are Registered Marks of Karl R. 
Zimmer III

How to Make Your Most 
Difficult Decisions Easier

Community Leadership

Quotations

“Love is the only force capable of 
transforming an enemy into a friend.” 

— Martin Luther King, Jr.

TsT Construction, Inc.
Tip of the Month

By Tom S. Truesdale

Residential Renovations  •  Home Improvement Consulting
Home Additions  •  Garages and Detached Buildings

Roofing  •  Interior and Exterior Contracting  •  Build to Suit

TsT Construction, Inc.
Helping people one job at a time...

This month I am providing some dialog 
and thoughts regarding home additions. 
The possibilities for an addition to your 
home range from simple to complicated. 
Here are a few examples in no particular 
order. Bathroom wall expansion, Back porch 
enclosure, Garage buildout, Second story 
addition, Garage Expansion.

Virtually any wall in your home can be 
moved or expanded, however depending 
on location and structural configuration will 
detemine the complexity and in turn cost.

> Examples and points to consider:

• Bathroom wall expansion:
•  If more space is needed, in your bath 

before you renovate, planning a small 
wall expansion can add a great deal of 
flexibility when designing your new 
bathroom.

•  Windows, fixtures and vanity locations 
should all be considered during planning 
of a bathroom wall expansion project.

•  Back porch enclosure:
•  Enclosing a back porch or screened in 

porch can be a very economical way 
to add interior square footage to your 
home.

•  Consider if this space will be conditioned 
year around.

• Consider electrical needs in the space.
•  Think about finishes, floor, ceiling de-

pending on how the space will be used.

• Garage Buildout:
•  Finishing and enclosing the garage 

space can provide a great way to add at-
tached square footing to your home.

•  Space can easily become a new living 
room, new bedroom or a recreational 
space.

•  As mentioned above, consider condi-
tioning and finishes depending on how 
the space will be used.

•  Second story expansion, garage expan-
sion or traditional room addition:

•  All three of these examples can be the 
most complicated addition to complete, 
but all are very possible.

•  Each example should be well planned 
and bid by a qualified General Contrac-
tor.

•  Common construction activities such as 
foundations, wood framing, insulation, 
drywall, electrical, roofing, masonry, 
plumbing, painting, finishes and con-
crete could all be part of the project 
depending on the scope.

• Planning and construction:
•  Permitting is generally required - make 

sure you check with you local jurisdic-
tion.

•  Matching exterior materials - Brick can 
be challenging to get an exact match

•  Siding can offer a good alternative and 
an opportunity to accent the exterior 
ascetics.

• Planning and bidding:
•  Consult with a qualified local construc-

tion professional to assist in both plan-
ning and bidding.

•  Remember the lowest price is not always 
the best, take time in evaluating your 
Contractor, relationship and trust are 
key!

If you have any concerns or questions 
don’t  hesitate to contact a local Contrac-
tor and Construction Professional for help 
and guidance. Hope this month’s tips are 
helpful! TsT

Home additions come in all shapes and sizes.

317-550-8677
Brownsburg, IN   •   thomas_truesdale@yahoo.com



Leaning into Leadership
Each month, we focus on how Leadership Hendricks County equips  

professionals with the tools and techniques to lead and strengthen our communities.

2024 LHC Team Capstone Projects: Big Ideas. Impactful Work.
Capstone projects are a key element of each Leadership Hendricks County class. Groups of participants identify a community need, then 

develop and implement strategies to create sustainable solutions. This is the fourth of five projects advanced by LHC’s Class of 2024.

Leadership Hendricks County, Inc. is a 501c(3) not-for-profit organization serving the people and corporate citizens of Hendricks County and 
west central Indiana by offering top-notch leadership and engagement programs for current and emerging leaders who then apply those skills  

to strengthen their community. Learn more at www.leadershiphendrickscounty.org

2024 LHC CAPSTONE PROJECT: YOUTH CORE LIFE SKILLS
While today we call it “adulting,” the process of learning life’s 

many skills for functioning effectively and unlocking one’s potential 
has always been daunting for teens. Young people often express 
frustration that these skills are more important than what they 
learned in their classrooms. This group seeks to address that gap 
by providing workshops on topics from effective communication 
to financial management, car maintenance to etiquette and more. 
“These skills will empower students to tackle life’s obstacles with 

confidence and resilience” explained the group’s Melissa Schirmer. 
“They’ll be better prepared for any challenges that come their way.”

The group plans to offer workshops to middle and high school 
students in Hendricks County. “The workshops’ content will be 
age-appropriate and led by experts in their respective fields,” 
added Schirmer. “They’re designed to introduce and develop the 
building blocks for ten essential life skills that every teenager should 
cultivate.”

LEADERSHIP HENDRICKS COUNTY 2024 CAPSTONE PROJECT TEAM

From left: Austin Adams, Plainfield Parks & Recreation; Sheila Glass, Avon Schools; Jessica Morris, Lily Designs; 
Melissa Schirmer, Ivy Tech Community College; Andrew Wray, Hendricks Power
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By Scott Flood

Through their 
very existence, local 
businesses support their 
communities. They provide 
jobs and make purchases 
that inject money into the 

area’s economy, and they pay taxes 
that fund local government services. 
They’re also frequently asked to provide 
financial support to the high school 
band’s new uniforms, Little League 
teams, and charitable events. 

It’s easy for businesses to become 
overwhelmed by the requests. That’s 
why I’ve long recommended that clients 
take a more thoughtful approach to 

how they give. For example, instead of 
simply handing over a check for a flat 
amount, ask the group’s director what 
they would do if they had that amount 
of money. You can then become a 
partner in addressing a key need, 
instead of one of many donors. 

Another way to deal with the 
requests is to see if the organizations 
need any non-monetary support. One 
local group had a need for food at 
meetings, and some local restaurants 
provide that in-kind support rather than 
cash. Rather than dip into its cash flow, 
the restaurants used on-hand (and 
perishable) inventory to make their 
contribution. 

The biggest challenge for many 
businesses is determining which 
organizations to support, because 
any business that tries to fund 
every request will find itself out of 
business. I counseled one client to 
establish an employee committee to 
determine which groups would receive 
funding. After reviewing a list of past 
contributions, the committee grouped 
them into categories. They voted on 
which categories to support for the 
next two years, when a new committee 
would repeat the process.

Whether or not you go to the lengths 
of forming committees, the key to 
making community support more 
effective and less of an annoyance 
is to approach it through some kind 
of organized plan. That way, you can 
parcel your dollars out in ways that 
have more impact than simply letting 
every opportunity nickel-dime you into 
frustration and bankruptcy.

Scott Flood creates copy that works. See 
more at sfwriting.com. ©2024 Scott Flood 
All rights reserved. 

Better ways to support your local 
sheriff, schools, and charities

The Personal Touch

YIPPEE-KI-YAY!
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Gardening

By Taylor Doehrman

We all love the addition 
of mums to our gardens 
in the fall. They add a 
welcomed pop of color 
when everything else 
is beginning to tire out. 
While most people buy 

mums as annuals, it is possible to 
get them to come back in the spring 
(although it can be tricky). Below are 
some tips for perennializing mums:

•	 Plant mums early! As soon as 
you see them at the store/
nursery, buy them. Early planting 
gives mums time to grow more 
roots, increasing their chances 
of survival. An even better option 
is to plant mums in the spring. 
While the grocery won’t have 
mums available in May, you can 
purchase them online or check 
a local garden center (like Avon 
Gardens!).

•	 Make sure you have excellent 
drainage. This is extremely 
important because many 
homeowners have clay soil, the 
opposite of excellent drainage. 
You can fix this by amending the 
soil with a quality compost or 
soil mix.

•	 Plant mums in full sun. They like 
6-8 hours of direct sunlight every 
day.

•	 Don’t cut your mum to the 
ground in fall. You can deadhead 
the spent blooms, but leave as 
much of the stem as you can 
until springtime. The leaves will 
help produce the energy the 
roots need to grow. In the spring, 
you can prune the plant more 
heavily. 

•	 Lastly, don’t forget to water 
your mum! Like all establishing 
flowers, they benefit from 
supplemental watering when we 
don’t get enough rain. Provide 
water until the ground freezes.

If all else fails, abandon the grocery 
store mums and invest in a different 
kind of Chrysanthemum. My personal 
favorites are the daisy and cushion 
style Chrysanthemums!

Perennializing Mums 
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Plainfield Town Council

Plainfield Approves Construction of New Box Culvert
By the Town of Plainfield

TOPIC:  Approval of a Quote with 
Surface Solutions in the amount of 
$50,350, for bay floor resurfacing 
at  Fire Station 122, per the Public 
Safety Report. (Funded from Fire 
Territory Equipment Replacement  
Fund)  
 
TRANSLATION: This quote is for bay 
floor resurfacing at Station 122. The 
bay floor epoxy is delaminating and 
needs to  be replaced. To complete this 
project before adverse weather sets in, 
we need to move forward now. 

TOPIC:  Approval to Allow Hendricks 
County Government to construct 
a new box culvert for on CR 925 E  
through a right-of-entry agreement, 
subject to legal review, per the 
Development Services Report.  
 
TRANSLATION: A draft right-of-entry 
document is proposed to get executed 
that would allow Hendricks County 
to remove  and replace an existing 
culvert. The replacement culvert will 
be longer to avoid the guardrail, which 
also  provides sufficient space for a 
future pedestrian connection. The 
approval is being made ‘subject to 
legal  review’ primarily as a condition 
to ensure we work through the proper 
review process with US Fish &  Wildlife 
as some of the property impacted is 
restricted. 

TOPIC:  Approval to Advertise to 
receive bids for the Avon Avenue 
and CR 300 S Roundabout Project, 
per  the Development Services 
Report.  
 
TRANSLATION: This project is being 
finalized to move into the public 
bidding process. Advertisement is not 
expected  until early October, with bids 
expected to be received at the Council 
meeting on October 28th.  

TOPIC:  Approval of a Final Contract 
Amount with E&B Paving, Inc. in the 
amount of $2,897,300.47, for  the 
Smith Road Boulevard Project, per 
the Development Services Report.  
 
TRANSLATION: This final estimate 
was actually agreed to back in July, but 
due to circumstances of coordinating 
the  replacement of several survey 
monuments between the contractor 
and the County, this work was only  
recently completed and accepted by 
the County surveyor’s office. Overall, 
this final amount is  approximately 
$50k less than the originally awarded 
contract. 

TOPIC:  Approval to Release 
Retainage to E&B Paving, Inc. in 
the amount of $146,963,78 plus 
accrued  interest, for the Smith 
Road Boulevard Project, per the 
Development Services Report.

TRANSLATION: Related to above, I 
am recommending releasing the full 
retainage on this project to get things 
closed out  with E&B Paving. The 
project was more generally accepted 
back in the early Summer.  

TOPIC:  Approval of Work Order 
No. 24-20 with Butler, Fairman and 
Seufert, in the amount of $34,000, 
for  contract administration 
associated with the development 
of a BOT project delivery of Fire 
Station  124, per the Development 
Services Report. (Funded from 
multiple TIF)   
 
TRANSLATION: The Town has 
already selected a Developer (GM 
Development) for the FS 124 project. 
This proposed  contract with BFS would 
assist the Town staff with development 
of the project scope necessary to 
develop  the project with the developer 
team and assist in the creation of 
a BOT contract encompassing the 
scope  needed. Once scope of work 
is determined a BOT contract would 
then be reviewed by Taft prior to  
presentation to the Town Council.

TOWN COUNCIL Topics

RRAAYYSS
RREECCYYCCLLIINNGG

CCAASSHH    FFOORR    MMEETTAALLSS

8 am - 4:30 pm M-F
8 am - 12 pm S

We Buy  METAL  •  ALUMINUM  •  COPPER

2900 E. US 40
Clayton

317-539-6770

3602 S. Farnsworth St.
Indianapolis

317-481-8501

TTWWOO  
LLOOCCAATTIIOONNSS

Mill Creek Cemetery 
Association 

Celebrates 79th 
Homecoming

The Mill Creek Cemetery 
Association will be holding their 
79th annual homecoming on 
October 13, 2024 at 12:30 pm. 
We will have a pitch-in dinner, 
so please bring your well-filled 
basket, table service and your 
own lawn chairs to the Mill Creek 
Friends Meeting House, 4 ½ miles 
southwest of Danville, 1845 S 
County Road 250 W, Danville, 
IN.  The Mill Creek Cemetery was 
begun by the Mill Creek Friends 
Meeting and maintained by them 
until the church disbanded.  In 
1946, the cemetery association 
was founded to provide for the care 
and maintenance of the cemetery.  
We meet each year with a pitch-in 
dinner to renew old acquaintances, 
enjoy some musical entertainment 
and conduct a short business 
meeting.  All are welcome to join 
us on the church lawn for a lovely 
meal.  David Hatfield will provide 
our entertainment this year.

Donations toward the care and 
maintenance of the cemetery can 
be made to the treasurer, Linda 
Bryant, 3353 Nottinghill Dr. E, 
Plainfield, IN 46168.

Community Updates
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Jack A. Lawson AU01000629   •  Brandon K. Lawson AU19300138
Tance A. Lawson AU12200035   •  Shane D. Pierce AU19600264

1280 E. Main Street • Danville, IN 46122
(317)745-6404   •   FAX (317) 745-7810   •   AC31300014

PUBLIC AUCTION
2226 S County Road 725 E, Coatesville, IN 46121

NO BUYER’S PREMIUM & NO SALES TAX!
Owner: Estate of Roger L. Deck

Personal Representative: Jeff Deck
Attorney: Christopher M. Tebbe, Greensburg, IN

For more info & photos visit:   
www.lawsonandco.com

THURSDAY - OCTOBER 10 th - 10:00 A.M.
2006 GMC SIERRA 2500

2005 BUICK LE SABRE

DIXIE CHOPPER MOWER

WHIZZER MOTORIZED BICYCLE

REMOTE CONTROL HELICOPTER

1964 CATERPILLAR D4 BULLDOZER

1970 FORD FARM TRUCK

OLDER JOHN DEERE TRACTORS

OLDER FARM EQUIPMENT

WOOD POWER TOOLS - LUMBER

HONEY BEE EQUIPMENT

HOUSEHOLD FURNITURE - LOOMS

FIREPROOF SAFE - MISCELLANEOUS

Jack A. Lawson AU01000629   •  Brandon K. Lawson AU19300138
Tance A. Lawson AU12200035   •  Shane D. Pierce AU19600264

1280 E. Main Street • Danville, IN 46122
(317)745-6404   •   FAX (317) 745-7810   •   AC31300014

HUGE DIECAST CAR & 
COLLECTIBLE AUCTION

Auction Preview: Friday, October 4th - 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. EST at
LAWSON & CO. Auction Gallery, 1280 E Main Street, Danville, IN 46122

BIDDING IS NOW OPEN & WILL CLOSE
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5TH AT 10:00 A.M. EST

This is an ONLINE ONLY auction.
Terms/Conditions & Register to bid at www.lawsonandco.hibid.com

Owner: Ann Salerno

Catalog & Photos at   
www.lawsonandco.com

ONLINE ONLY AUCTION
Over 430 lots of Diecast cars, planes, motorcycles,

racing memorabilia, half-hull boats, & Texaco 
collectibles, with many being rare & hard to find plus 

Limited Editions

The Children’s Ballet (TCB), a 
classical ballet studio in Hendricks 
County, is thrilled to announce its 
partnership with the Hendricks 
Symphony for the 2024 performance 
of The Nutcracker. This development 
marks the fulfillment of a long-time 
dream for The Children’s Ballet, as well 
as its largest community collaboration 
to date. 

“This collaboration is such a 
dream come true – both partnering 
with the HSS and performing at 
HendricksLive!. I am beyond grateful 
to Amy Eggleston, Dr. Lilly, and the 
Hendricks Symphony musicians, 
board, and staff for their wonderful 
partnership. I’m so incredibly thankful 
for our staff and board for making this 
opportunity possible for our students 

and for our community.” said Emily 
Miser, Executive Artistic Director at the 
Children’s Ballet.

TCB’s pillars are to educate, create, 
inspire, and this partnership fulfills 
each one. In addition, TCB will be 
welcoming guest dancers from Fort 
Wayne for the performance. Both TCB 
and the Hendricks Symphony work 
year-around to provide an enjoyable 
experience for music lovers in the 
area. The Nutcracker is a culmination 
of these efforts and is a welcome 
addition to the Symphony’s repertoire 
for the holiday season. 

Performances will be held at 
HendricksLive! on Friday, December 20 
at 7pm and Saturday, December 21 at 
2pm and 7pm. Tickets will be available 
at www.hendrickslive.org.

The Children’s Ballet Announces 
Partnership with the Hendricks Symphony 

for Nutcracker Performance

Community Updates
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Avon
Nancy D. Barker
Nancy D. Barker, 72, passed away 
Sept. 17, 2024. She was born on April 
22, 1952. Services were held on Sept. 
21 at Conkle Funeral Home, Avon. 
Contributions can be made to Johns 
Hopkins ALS.

Clifford Nelson Collet
Clifford Nelson Collet, 93, passed 
away on Sept. 14, 2024. He was born 
on Aug. 22, 1931. Helton and Harris 
Funeral Home has been entrusted with 
arrangements. 

Robert Kenneth Mason
Robert Kenneth Mason, 80, passed away 
on Sept. 14, 2024. He was born on Feb. 
20, 1944. Services were held on Sept. 
28 at Bethel United Methodist Church, 
Indianapolis.

John William Pemberton
John William Pemberton, 84, passed 
away on Sept. 17, 2024. He was born on 
March 31st, 1940. Arrangements have 
been entrusted to Jones Family Funeral 
and Cremation Service, Mooresville.

Marion E. Qualls
Marion E. Qualls, 82, passed away on 
Sept. 12, 2024. He was born on Oct. 15, 
1941. Conkle Funeral Home has been 
entrusted with arrangements. 

Brian Keith Rudman
Brian Keith Rudman, 39, passed away on 
Sept. 12, 2024. He was born on March 
16, 1985. Baker Funeral Home has been 
entrusted with arrangements. 

Brownsburg
Jerry A Abbott
Jerry A Abbott, 82, passed away on 
Sept. 22, 2024. He was born on April 6, 
1942. Matthews Mortuary, Brownsburg, 
has been entrusted with arrangements. 
Contributions can be made to your 
favorite charity.

Dennis “Mouse” G. Brumett
Dennis “Mouse” G. Brumett, 76, passed 
away on Sept. 16, 2024. He was born 
on Nov. 16, 1947. Services were held 
on Sept. 21 at Matthews Mortuary, 
Brownsburg.

Dolores Hungerford
Dolores Hungerford, 91, passed away 
on Sept. 24, 2024. She was born on 
Oct. 19, 1932. Arrangements have been 
entrusted to Eric MD Bell Funeral Home 
and Cremation Services of Pittsboro.

Diane E. Hunt
Diane E. Hunt, 79, passed away on 
Sept. 19, 2024. She was born on May 
5, 1945. Services were held on Sept. 25 
at Connection Pointe Christian Church, 
Brownsburg.

Mark C. Mahler
Mark C. Mahler, 73, passed away 
on Sept. 12, 2024. He was born on 
June 16, 1951. Matthews Mortuary, 
Brownsburg, has been entrusted with 
arrangements. 

Linda Jo Marker
Linda Jo Marker, 78, passed away on 
Sept. 12, 2024. She was born on April 
18, 1946. A Celebration of Life will 
be held at the Brownsburg Legion on 
Saturday, Nov. 2. 

Susan (Schreier) Rist
Susan (Schreier) Rist, 68, passed away 
on Sept. 6, 2024. She was born on April 
18, 1956. A Celebration of Life will be 
held at the Brownsburg American Legion 
on Saturday, Nov. 2.

Carolyn Ann Taetsch
Carolyn Ann Taetsch, 80, passed away 
on Sept. 21, 2024. She was born on 
Jan. 8, 1944. Memorial Mass was 
held on Oct. 2 at St. Malachy Church, 
Brownsburg.

Shirley M. Thompson
Shirley M. Thompson, 89, passed away 
on Sept. 17, 2024. She was born on 
Dec. 31, 1934. Services were held on 
Sept. 24 at Connection Pointe Christian 
Church, Brownsburg. Contributions may 
be made to Connection Pointe Christian 
Church.

Clayton
Alice “Sue” Barry
Alice “Sue” Barry, 94, passed away on 
Sept. 18, 2024. She was born on Dec. 
6, 1929. Services were held on Sept. 
24 at Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home. 
Contributions can be made to the Grace 
Baptist Church, Coatesville.

Ermel Lee Strait
Ermel Lee Strait, 84, passed away on 
Sept. 19, 2024. He was born on Aug. 1, 
1940. Cremation arrangements have 
been entrusted to Jones Family Funeral 
and Cremation Service, Mooresville.

Danville
Norma Jean Knarr
Norma Jean Knarr, 89, passed away on 
Sept. 14, 2024. She was born on Feb. 
26, 1935. Services were held on Sept. 
19 at Mary Queen of Peace Catholic 
Church, Danville. Contributions can be 
made to Miracle Place or the Religious 
Education Program at Mary Queen of 
Peace.

Jack A. Robbins
Jack A. Robbins, 80, passed away on 
Sept. 12, 2024.  He was born on June 
16, 1944. Services were held on Sept. 
16 at Baker Funeral Home, Danville. 
Contributions can be made to the 
American Cancer Society. 

Leland “Joe” Salyers
Leland “Joe” Salyers, 86, passed away 
on Sept. 21, 2024. He was born on Nov. 
05, 1937. Services were held on Sept. 
25 at Baker Funeral Home, Danville. 
Contributions can be made to the 
American Lung Association. 

Debra Dudkowski Wilson
Debra Dudkowski Wilson, 58, passed 
away on Sept. 21, 2024. She was born 
on June 17, 1966. Services were held 
on Sept. 26 at First Baptist Church of 
Plainfield. Contributions can be made 
to the Children’s Ministry of the First 
Baptist Church of Plainfield.

Brenda Joy Zwilling
Brenda Joy Zwilling, 71, passed away on 
Sept. 12th, 2024. She was born on Aug. 
8, 1953. A graveside service was held on 
Sept. 21. Contributions can be made to 
the American Cancer Society.

Pittsboro
Wilma English
Wilma English, 88, passed away on 
Sept. 21, 2024. She was born on Feb. 3, 
1936. Graveside services were held on 
Sept. 30.

Plainfield
Ruth S. Clift
Ruth S. Clift, 95, passed away on 
September 24, 2024. She was born 
on Nov. 19, 1928. Hampton-Gentry 
Funeral Home has been entrusted with 
arrangements.

Obituaries

Obituaries are printed free of  charge up to 50 words. Funeral directors are encouraged to send obituaries 

and photos to catherine@connecthendricks.com
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DevotionalObituaries

Dad, Don’t Forget The Promised Donuts!
By Pastor Rashad Cunningham

As a kid growing up in 
an adoptive home that 
consisted of 10 siblings, 
there were times we felt 
overlooked or overseen 
when one of us was not 

the center of attention. It wasn’t that my 
parents loved any child more or less than 
the other, we were just children desiring 
to always be our parents #1 priority. Due 
to there being so many kids in the house, 
my dad often forgot what he promised 
to us and had to be reminded from time 
to time keep his promise. Most of these 
reminders consisted of him bringing 
home Longs Donuts! It’s funny how we 
would be nervous to ask him about 
buying McDonalds, or playing our video 
games before doing chores, or staying 
at a friends house, but when it came to 
Longs Donuts, something he ALWAYS 
promised us and even wanted himself, 
we would ask in confidence knowing that 
he would respond to the request because 
he had already promised it!

In 2 Samuel 7, King David, after the 
Lord had given him rest from all of his 
enemies, desired to build a house for the 
presence of the Lord (the ark of God) to 
dwell in. God tells the prophet Nathan to 
inform David that he will not allow David 
to build His house, but instead David’s 
offspring (Solomon) will build a house 
for His Name. God then tells Nathan to 
reveal to David that God will instead build 
him a house and then says that David’s 
house and kingdom “shall be made sure 
forever before Me. Your throne shall be 

established forever.’ ”
In response to this revelation, David 

prays a prayer of gratitude, but there 
is something so significant and special 
about this prayer. In 2 Samuel 7:27 David 
says “For you, O Lord of hosts, the God 
of Israel, have made this revelation to 
your servant, saying, ‘I will build you a 
house.’ Therefore your servant has found 
courage to pray this prayer to you.”

Do you see it? David finds COURAGE 
to pray with the confidence that he is 
praying because of what the Lord has 
revealed to him. 

Today, we have a book (the Bible) of 
revelation from God. Things that God has 
revealed to us about Him, about what He 
wants for us, and many more things. In 
the same way as David, or even myself 
asking my earthly father for Longs Donuts 
with confidence after knowing he had 
already promised to bring some home, 
we can pray with courage and confidence 
if we pray what our Heavenly Father has 
already revealed to us! 

I would like to invite everyone reading 
this devotion to find a Scripture and “pray 
that Scripture”. Call on God to do what 
He has already revealed in His Word that 
He will do! It’s a different type of prayer, 
when we can pray with confidence! 

LOVING YOU and FULLY DEPENDENT  
on HIM,
Pastor Rashad Cunningham

Want to link up? Connect with me by 
scheduling at https://calendly.com 
pastorrashad/meetingwithrashad

Denzil Fugate
Denzil Fugate, 61, passed away on Sept. 
20, 2024. He was born on Sept. 17, 
1963. Carlisle Branson Funeral Services 
has been entrusted with arrangements. 
Contributions can be made to the 
Hendricks County Humane Society.

Curtis Lee Murden
Curtis Lee Murden, 83, passed away on 
Sept. 13, 2024. He was born on Jan. 
11, 1941. Arrangements have been 
entrusted to Conkle Funeral Home. 
Contributions can be made to The ALS 
Association Indiana Chapter.

Amanda L. O’Conner
Amanda L. O’Conner, 50, passed away 
on Sept. 14. 2024. She was born on 
Sept. 11, 1974. Services were held on 
Sept. 29 at Hampton-Gentry Funeral 
Home. 

Martha June Peach
Martha June Peach, 95, passed away on 
Sept.13, 2024. She was born on June 
19, 1929. Services will be held on Oct. 
4 at Mooresville First United Methodist 
Church. Contributions can be made to 
Peace Restored.

Darlene Sullivan
Darlene Sullivan, 75, passed away on 
Sept. 11, 2024. She was born on Jan. 
8. 1949. Services were held on Sept. 
16 at Hampton-Gentry Funeral Home. 
Contributions can be made to Mars Hill 
Free Methodist Church, Indianapolis.

Robert M. Sumners
Robert M. Sumners, 55, passed away 
on Sept. 16, 2024. He was born on 
Oct. 17, 1968. Arrangements have 
been entrusted to Simplicity Funeral & 
Cremation Care. Contributions can be 
made to the Marion County Humane 
Society.

Jack A. Lawson AU01000629   •  Brandon K. Lawson AU19300138
Tance A. Lawson AU12200035   •  Shane D. Pierce AU19600264

1280 E. Main Street • Danville, IN 46122
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PUBLIC AUCTION
Lawson Auction Gallery

1280 East Main Street, Danville, Indiana

UNLOADING TRUCKS DAILY!!
Owner: Several Consignors

Auctioneers Note: 10% Buyer’s Premium.

For more info & photos visit:   
www.lawsonandco.com

MONDAY - OCTOBER 7TH - 10:00 A.M.
COMMERCIAL RESTAURANT COLLECTIBLES,

PRIMITIVES, & DECORATIVE ITEMS

ANTIQUE & HOUSEHOLD FURNITURE

GLASSWARE - COLLECTIBLES - PRIMITIVES

TOOLS - LAWN & GARDEN



ROOFING • GUTTERS • SIDING • WINDOWSROOFING • GUTTERS • SIDING • WINDOWS

We offer free inspections for leaks or 

weather related damage! Call 317-679-3776

FREE
Estimates for 
Your Project!

FREE gutter clean 
out with purchase of 
gutter guard system

Just mention this ad.


